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SUNDAY TALKS WITH MAMMA. 

CHRISTMAS DAY. 

Come, my children, this is Christmas afternoon ; you must not 
spend the whole of to-day in playing. Come round me while we 
sit over the fire, and let us have a quiet talk for half an hour. 
Let the little ones come nearest, for it is principally to them I 

A 2 
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want to talk. With Johnny on my knee; Lily on her little 
chair, almost in my pocket ; and Cissy on the rug, we shall be 
quite cosy. 

Darlings, you know that Christmas Day is the day in all 
the year when we should not only rejoice most, but feel 
most thankful to God; for it was on that day, eighteen hundred 
and eighty-three years ago, that our Saviour Jesus Christ was 
born into the world. He came as a little tiny baby like us all. 
Mary the mother of Christ, and Joseph her husband, were travel- 
ling, and had come to a town called Bethlehem. They were 
obliged to sleep in a stable, for there was no room in the inn ; 
and in the night, when they were resting in the stable, God sent 
His Son to Mary to be her little baby. She knew that He was 
the Son of God, because an angel had been sent to her before 
by God to tell her of His coming. 

Now on the night when our Saviour was born, some shep- 
herds, who were tending their sheep in a field near, saw a great 
light in the sky ; and an angel came down from heaven, saying, 
— " Fear not ; for, behold, I bring you glad tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this 
day a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." The angel went on 
to tell them how they would find the infant Christ lying in a 
manger in Bethlehem. Then hundreds and thousands of angels 
filled the sky, praising God. 
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The shepherds ran to Bethlehem, where they found the infant 
Saviour, and Mary, and Joseph, to whom they related what the 
angel had said. 

And there were some wise and rich men who also knew that 
our Saviour had come into the world, but they did not know 
where to find Him. So God, in order to guide them, put a 
beautiful star in the sky, which moved towards the place where 
Jesus Christ was. They followed the star, taking presents with 
them. On the other page you see a picture of the wise men 
worshipping .the child, and making their offerings. 

My children, this is all I shall tell you to-day, but little by 
little, and in as simple words as I can, I will relate to you the 
beautiful history of the New Testament. And now, darlings, try 
to learn this Christmas hymn. 

Little children, this is Christmas, 
Happy time of peace on earth : 
This the day that Christ our Saviour 
Came to us ; His day of birth. 
Born within a cattle-shed. 
With a manger for His bed. 

He came down to earth from heaven, 

He the God and Lord of all, 

To His mother, holy Mary, 

To be cradled in a stall : 

Jesus Christ our Heavenly King, 

Who salvation was to bring. 
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JOHN THE BAPTIST. 

Now, little ones, let us settle ourselves for our Sunday talk. 
On Christmas Day I told you about the birth of our Saviour : 
to-day I will begin by telling you about John the Baptist. 

It had been foretold by the prophet Isaiah that at the coming 
of our Saviour there would first appear a prophet whom he 
described as " a messenger," and as " the voice of one crying in 
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the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths 
straight." The prophet whom Isaiah speaks of was John. He 
lived and preached in a wild and barren part of Judea called 
the Wilderness, clothing himself in the skins of animals. Great 
multitudes went out from the different cities to hear him preach. 
He urged them to repentance, saying that the kingdom of 
Heaven was at hand : and those who repented he baptised in 
the river Jordan., That is why he is called in the Bible John 
the Baptist 

Many people began to think that this man who preached so 
earnestly must be the Saviour who had been promised to them, 
and they asked John if he were the Christ, He answered them 
plainly that he was not. He said, ** I indeed baptise you with 
water : but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose 
shoes I am not worthy to unloose : He shall baptise you with 
the Holy Ghost." 

And when Jesus was about thirty years old, He came to the 
banks of the river Jordan to be baptised by John. The Bible 
says, "John forbade Him, saying, I have need to be baptised of 
Thee, and comest Thou to me .'^ And Jesus answering said unto 
him, Suffer it to be so now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all 
righteousness. Then he suffered Him.'* And when Jesus was 
baptised, the Scripture tells us that the heavens were opened, 
and the Spirit of God descended like a dove, and lighted upon 
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Him; while a voice from heaven said: "This is my beloved Son 
in whom I am well pleased." 

After t 
great wo 
next talk 
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was a me 
marvellou 
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old, Joseph and Mary came from Nazareth, a city in Galilee, 
where they lived, to Jerusalem, to be present .at one of the great 
Jewish festivals, bringing Jesus with them. When it was over, 
and they had set out to return, they missed Jesus, and at once 
went back to Jerusalem to seek for Him. At length they went 
into the Temple, and there they found Him seated among the 
priests and the teachers of the law, hearing them and asking them 
questions. All the wise and learned men were astonished at 
His understanding and His answers. 

When Mary found Him, Jesus went out from the Temple 
with her, and returned with her and Joseph to Nazareth. Then 
we are told in the Bible that *' Jesus was subject to them ; " that 
means obedient and dutiful to them : and also that *' He 
increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God 
and man." 




THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. 

Not long after our Saviour's baptism by John in the river 
Jordan (which I told you about, my darlings, in the last Sunday 
talk we had together), He began to preach to the people. At 
the same time He began also to choose disciples ; that is, men 
who, following Him always, and hearing all He said, would 
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be able to go on teaching the same things when He should be 
no longer upon earth. 

Throughout all the country of the Jews did Jesus go about 
preaching the glad tidings of salvation and peace, helping and 
consoling the people, lightening their sorrows, and healing all 
manner of sickness. In some instances He gave sight to the 
blind, and restored the dead to life ; but such acts as these are 
what are called miracles, showing a power more than human, and 
I shall describe these miracles to you another day. Now I will 
do my best to explain to you what He taught in such a way that 
you may understand it. 

Great multitudes used to throng around Him to hear the words 
of love, consolation, and wisdom, that fell from His lips. Once, 
seeing a great number of people waiting to hear Him, He went 
up on to a hill, and preached to them what is called in Scripture 
the Sermon on the Mount. 

The great lesson that He taught in this sermon, as indeed by 
His words generally, and still more by His example, was a lesson 
of unselfishness. He, the Son of God, came on earth to suffer 
for the sake of mankind, and in order to teach men to be better 
than they were before. He put on a human form, and passed 
through the suffering of death upon the cross, to atone for the 
sins of men, and to bring mercy and forgiveness to those who 
would' repent and believe in Him. And as He showed love to 
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US in doing all this, so He taught us kindness, forgiveness, and 
brotherly love towards each other. 

The rule our Saviour gives us for our conduct one to another 
is that we should do to others as we would wish them to do to 
us : He tells us also to return good for evil, and to love one 
another. In the Sermon on the Mount He does not merely tell 
us to love our friends and neighbours, but adds, ** I say unto you, 
love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefuUy use you 
and persecute you ; that ye may be children of your Father 
that is in heaven, for He maketh His sun to rijse on the evil 
and on the good.*' 

It was in the Sermon on the Mount that Jesus also taught us 
how we should pray. He told us there was no need of "vain 
repetition," for He said, "your Father knoweth what things ye 
have need of before ye ask Him." And then He gave us the 
beautiful form of prayer beginning—" Our Father which art in 
heaven," a prayer which all of you have been already taught to 
repeat. It is called the Lord's Prayer because it was given us 
by the Lord Jesus Christ. 

After He had told us what form of prayer to use. He went 
on to say, " For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you : but if ye forgive not men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.'* To 
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trespass against you means to do you any injury or wrong; so 
you see how wicked it is to give way to anger and not to 
forgive injuries. In another part of the sermon Jesus says, 
" Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy,'* and 
** Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the 
children of God." 

Jesus also warned His hearers against being too much concerned 
for the things of this life, and too much afraid that they would 
not have enough ; bidding them trust in God, who knows what 
we want, and will give us what is good for us. He bade 
them lay up for themselves ** treasures in heaven " rather 
than on earth. 

Our Saviour taught us much more than this in the Sermon 
on the Mount, but this is enough for to-day's talk. Some of 
you, my darlings, are able to read our Lord's words in the Bible 
for yourselves ; and even you younger ones — every little child 
indeed who can understand anything — can understand our great 
Teacher's lesson of unselfishness. And every day you can, in 
some little thing and in a feeble childish way, try to follow the 
teaching of the Son of God. 




OUR SAVIOUR'S TEACHING. 

In our last Sunday talk, my children, I gave you some 
account of our Saviour's teaching, as it is contained in the 
Sermon on the Mount. When you are old enough to study 
the Bible for yourselves, you will learn His teaching better 
than from my imperfect description ; but what I have tried 
chiefly to impress upon you is, that Christ, whose mission it 
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was to bring mercy and forgiveness to mankind, always taught 
us to treat each other with kindness, gentleness, and brotherly 
love. 

Among the Jews, those who most actively opposed our 
Saviour were the scribes and Pharisees. They denied that 
He was sent by God, rejected His teaching, and were at last 
instrumental in causing Him to be crucified. They were 
generally learned men — lawyers or priests ; but Christ condemned 
them as hypocrites, who, without religion in their hearts, were 
strict only in the outward observance of religious forms. He 
compared them to *' whited sepulchres," fair-seeming without, but 
corruption within. You see our Saviour in the picture standing 
on the Mount of Olives, which overlooked Jerusalem. He 
had been speaking of the scribes and Pharisees to His followers, 
and condemning them as I have told you. He knew that His 
own crucifixion would take place in Jerusalem, brought about 
by these people ; and He foresaw the miserable future in store 
for the city. 

Looking at it He wept, and exclaimed : " O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them that 
are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, but ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto you 
desolate." 
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■ Then speaking of the Temple, which rose up grandly among 
the other buildings, He prophesied : " Verily I say unto you, 
there shall not be left one stone upon another that shall not be 
thrown down." 

This prophecy was fulfilled through the siege and destruction 
of Jerusalem by the Romans, which took place a few years after 
the crucifixion of our Saviour. 



Come, now, sit round me as usual, my children, and let us 
have our Sunday talk ; to-day 1 will tell you about our Saviour's 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, which is commemorated in 
Palm Sunday. 

It happened in this way: Jesus was going about from place 
to place with His disciples, doing His work, which was, as you 
know, to preach the Word of God, heal the sick, and comfort 
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the afflicted. Well, the Bible tells us that coming near the 
village of Bethphage, which is not far from Jerusalem, He said 
to two of His disciples : — 

** Go into the village over against you ; and when ye enter 
it, ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her : loose them, 
and bring them to Me. And if any man say aught unto you, 
ye shall say, 'The Lord hath need of them,' and. straightway 
he will send them." 

There had been a prophecy made by the prophets Isaiah and 
Zechariah respecting the coming of Christ, in which it was 
said : " Tell ye the daughter of Zion, Behold thy King cometh 
unto thee, meek, sitting upon, an ass, and a colt the foal of an 
ass." Thus when our Saviour entered Jerusalem this prophecy 
was fulfilled. 

The disciples went ; and when they had gone a little way, 
they saw an ass tied up, and a young one with it. As they 
were untying the ass, a man standing near asked them : " Why 
do you untie the ass ? " 

They answered : ** The Lord hath need of them ; " then the 
man let them go ; he seemed to know that Jesus was the 
Saviour. 

When the disciples brought the ass and the colt to our 
Saviour, He mounted upon the ass, and in that way rode into 
Jerusalem. 
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A very great multitude came out to meet Him : they spread 
their clothes on the path in front of Him, for Him to ride over, 
to do Him honour ; others cut down branches from the nearest 
trees and carried them in their hands, or strewed them on the 
way. These were branches of palm-trees ; hence the name 
Palm Sunday. In their joy at the coming of the Redeemer of 
the world, the people shouted: **Hosanna!'' (which means, 
Hail !) " to the Son of David ! Blessed is He that cometh in 
the name of the Lord ! Hosanna in the highest ! " 

Even little children came round with palm-branches in their 
hands, and cried out: '*King!" and praised Him. And men 
standing near said to Christ, " Why do you let these children 
call you king ? *' But our Saviour was glad that the children 
should come round Him, for He loved them dearly. 

Once, when His disciples — who, though good men, had 
faults and weaknesses — were disputing as to who should be 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven, our Saviour took a little 
child, and placed him in the midst of them, telling them that 
those who did not receive the kingdom of God like little children, 
humbly and thankfully, should in no wise enter therein. 

At another time, when young children were brought to 
Christ that He might lay His hands upon them and bless them. 
His disciples, unwilling perhaps that He should be troubled by 
the little creatures, would have forbidden the women who 
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brought them to come near ; but Jesus, when He saw this, 
said : — 

" Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and forbid them 
not ; for of such is the kingdom of heaven." 

And when our Saviour came into the temple, the voices of 
the children resounded, crying : *' Hosanna to the Son of 
David ! " and singing the praises of the Lord, Who had been 
so kind and gentle to them. When the chief priests and scribes 
heard the children's voices uplifted to glorify Him, their hearts 
swelled with envy and hatred, and they would have made the 
children hold their peace, but Christ answered them saying : — 

" Have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings Thou hast perfected praise " ? 

You see, my dears, how our Saviour loved little children; 
and think how you ought to love Him in return, and do all He 
wishes. 




COMMANDMENTS. 

With all thy soul love God above, 

And as thyself thy neighbour love. 

When our Saviour was asked by one of the scribes, "Which 
is the greatest commandment of all ? " Jesus answered him : — 

" The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel ; the 
Lord our God is one Lord : and thou shalt love the Lord thy 
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God with all thy heart, and with all soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength : this is the first commandment. 

"And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater 
than these." 

And the scribe said unto Him: "Well, Master, Thou hast said 
the truth ; for there is one God, and none other but He ; and to 
love Him with all the heart; and with all the understanding, and 
with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his 
neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt - offerings 
and sacrifices." 

When Jesus saw that he answered discreetly. He said unto 
him, " Thou art not far from the kingdom of God." 

Now, my darling children, I want to impress upon you that our 
Saviour always teaches us to love God best before all else, and 
that we must be willing to sacrifice everything for His sake ; that 
is, in order to do what we know will be pleasing to God. Here 
is a picture, you see, of our Saviour bidding a man named Levi 
to follow Him. Now this man was occupied in selling things, 
sitting, as we are told in the Bible, "at the receipt of custom." 
But when Christ said, "Follow Me!" he left all, rose up, and 
followed Him, becoming one of His disciples. He -is an example 
of unhesitating obedience to what he believed to be the will 
of God. 
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The first thing this man did, however, the Bible tells us, was 
to make a great feast for Jesus at his own house ; and he also 
invited a number of his friends, who sat down with Jesus and 
His disciples. But the scribes and Pharisees murmured, saying 
to His disciples, "Why do ye eat and drink with publicans 
and sinners ? " 

And Jesus answering, said unto them, " They that are whole 
need not a physician ; but they that are sick. 

" I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." 

The lesson we learn from this, my children, does but teach us 
how to apply the great commandment, " Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself." The scribes and Pharisees did not think 
these men who were sitting down at the feast with Jesus and 
His disciples good enough to be associated with, and Jesus 
reproves them for this feeling. 

You see how Jesus came into this world to teach equally the 
rich and poor, the good and bad. You see that He went 
about to reclaim the wicked, to preach the gospel to the poor, 
to heal the sick, to comfort the broken-hearted, and to 
receive all those who came to Him for consolation and help, 
sending none empty away that appealed to His loving-kindness 
and mercy. 



THE LAST SUPPER. 

My darling children, I have told you already, in one of our 
Sunday talks, that those among the Jews who most actively 
opposed our Saviour, were the scribes and Pharisees, the chief 
priests and elders. They not only denied that He was sent by 
God to be the Redeemer of mankind, but in spite of His 
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beautiful teaching of brotherly love and kindness, in spite even 
of the miracles He performed, they plotted together to have Him 
put to death. 

I shall describe to you His trial and crucifixion another day ; 
now I am going to relate what occurred immediately before His 
imprisonment. 

The illustration you see above represents Him praying at a 
time when He knew that His arrest was just about to take 
place. He had gone on to the mount of Olives with His 
disciples, and separating Himself a little from them, He fell on 
His knees, and prayed, saying, — 

" Father, if Thou be willing, remove this cup from Me : 
nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done/' 

You see Christ was ready to suffer death on the cross — for 
that was the bitter cup He was to drink — in order to fulfil the 
will of His Father. Then we are told that there appeared an 
angel unto Him from heaven, strengthening Him. And St. 
Luke adds: ^' And being in an agony He prayed more earnestly: 
and His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down 
to the ground." 

Earlier in the evening, before going out on to the mount of 
Olives, He had taken His last meal in Jerusalem with His 
di$ciples. It is called the Last Supper. That day happened 
to be one which is a great festival with the Jews, called the 
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Feast of the Passover, held in commemoration of their escape 

out of Egypt. The Jews are commanded at this feast to eat 

unleavened bread in recollection of the haste with which they 

left the land of bondage. 

* 
Jesus Christ and His disciples sat down to eat the Passover 

together. Now Jesus knew at that time how near was the hour 

of His crucifixion : He knew also that one of His disciples, 

named Judas Iscariot, who was then present, had been bribed by 

the chief priests to betray Him. The priests feared to arrest 

Jesus in the presence of the multitude of people who usually 

followed Him to hear Him teach ; so they bribed Judas to give 

them notice of a favourable opportunity when He should be alone 

with His disciples. Jesus said at supper: "Behold the hand of 

him that betrayeth Me is with Me on the table.'* But the other 

disciples did not know whom He meant. 

Our Saviour gave His disciples on this occasion a last lesson 
of brotherly love and humility. He took water, and washed their 
feet, saying to them : 

" Know ye what I have done to you ? If I, your Lord and 
Master, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one 
another's feet." And He added : " A new commandment I give 
unto you ; that ye love one another as I have loved you. By 
this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, if ye love 
one another." 



a8 SVNDA Y TALKS WJTH MAMMA. 

As they ate, Jesus took bread and gave thanks, and brake 
it, and gave it unto them, saying : " This is My body which is 
given for you : this do in remembrance of Me." Also He took 
the cup after supper, saying: "This cup is the New Testament, 
in My blood, which is shed for you." 

And our Saviour enjoined His disciples to celebrate this supper 
in memory of Him. Therefore the sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper has been instituted. Then He exhorted them to be 
patient and brave in the sorrows that would befall them ; to love 
and help each other ; and to preach ■ the gospel boldly. He 
concludes by saying : 

"In the world ye shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer; 
I have overcome the world." 



THE BETRAYAL. 

I i,EFT off just where I was telling you, my children, about 
our Saviour's agony in the garden of Gethsemane. We are told 
in Scripture that Jesus took with Him into the garden Peter and 
two other disciples, and that He " began to be sorrowful and 
very heavy ;" and that He said to them : " My soul is exceeding 
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sorrowful, even unto death : tarry ye here, and watch with . 
Me.'* 

He went a little farther, and fell on His face, and prayed. But 
we are told that after an hour "He cometh to His disciples, and 
findeth them asleep." Then He said to Peter : ** What, could 
ye not watch with Me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye 
enter not into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak." 

In this picture you see the garden on the mount of Olives, with 
Jerusalem and the beautiful temple in the distance. It is the 
scene of almost the last of our Saviour s trials upon earth. 

Jesus left His disciples a second time, and went and prayed ; 
and came again and found them asleep, ** for their eyes were 
heavy.*' Yet a third time He left them, and prayed alone ; and 
again finding them asleep, He said : " Sleep on now and take 
your rest : behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise ; let us be going : 
behold, he is at hand that doth betray me." 

While He yet spake, Judas, one of the twelve, came ; and with 
him a great multitude with swords and staves, and the chief 
priests and elders of the people. And Judas gave them a sign, 
saying : ** Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is He : hold Him 
fast." And he came to Christ, and kissed Him, saying : ** Hail, 
Master ! " 
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We are told they laid hands on Jesus, and took Him ; and He 
turned round to them, saying : 

" Are ye come out as against a thief, with swords and staves, 
to take Me ? I was daily with you in the temple, and ye took 
Me not." 



JESUS BEFORE PILATE. 

Listen, now, my children, while I relate to you a sad and 
terrible page of the New Testament. In our last Sunday talk, 
I told you how our Saviour was betrayed by Judas, and seized 
upon by the priests and Pharisees in the garden of Gethsemane. 

From that garden He was led away captive to be insulted, 
ill-treated, and afterwards crucified. The multitude, who had 
been accustomed to follow Him about, and listen to His teaching. 
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seem at last, under the influence of the scribes and Pharisees, to 
have turned against Him. His disciples, overcome by terror, 
forsook their Master, and fled away. Not one of them dared to 
remain with Him in His danger. Even Peter, who but a few 
hours before had said to our Saviour : '* Though I should 
die with Thee, yet will I not deny Thee," — even he acted 
just as Christ had foretold he would do, and denied that he 

knew Him. 

Jesus was first taken before Caiaphas the high priest, around 
whom the scribes and elders were assembled in council. They 
sought for witnesses against Jesus, that they might have an 
excuse for putting Him to death ; and two came forward, who 
said that He had spoken blasphemous words. Then the high 
priest arose, and asked Jesus if He was the Christ, the Son of 
God ? Jesus answered that it was so. And the Scriptures tell 
us that thereupon the high priest rent his clothes, saying : 
"He hath spoken blasphemy : what further need have we of 
witnesses ? Behold, ye have heard His blasphemy : what think 
ye ? " And the scribes and elders answering, said : "He is 
worthy of death." 

And Jesus was then taken before the Roman Governor, Pontius 
Pilate, whose sanction seems to have been necessary before He 
could be put to death. You remember, children, that the Jews 
were at that time under the dominion of the Romans. And they 

c 
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accused Him before Pilate of having forbidden the people to pay 
tribute to Caesar, the Roman Emperor, and of having said that 
He was Himself the Christ and a king. 

Pilate asked Him, saying : " Art thou the King of the Jews ? ** 
And Jesus answered: **Thou sayest it." Then said Pilate to the 
chief priests and to the people, " I find no fault in this man." 
But they were only the more fierce in accusing Him. 

Now while Pilate was sitting in judgment, his wife sent to hinfi, 
saying, ** Have thou nothing to do with that just man : for I have 
suffered many things this day in a dream because of Him. 

And Pilate said again to the priests and people : " Why, what 
evil hath He done 'i " But they cried only the more, saying, 
"Let Him be crucified." 

When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that a 
tumult was made, he took water and washed his hands before 
the multitude, saying, " I am innocent of the blood of this just 
person : see ye to it." Then all the people answered : '* His 
blood be on us, and on our children." 

Then Pilate delivered Jesus up to them to be crucified. And 
they took Him away : and they scourged Him, and spit upon 
Him. Then they put on Him a scarlet robe; and when they 
had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon His head, and 
a reed in His right hand : and they bowed the knee before Him, 
and mocked Him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 



THE RESURRECTION. 

My dear children, in following out my plan of giving you 
some account of the life and teaching of our Saviour, I described 
in our last Sunday talk how He was taken, and accused by the 
chief priests and elders before Pilate, the Roman governor, 
who delivered Him over to them to be crucified. Next comes 
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the crucifixion itself; but I will not dwell here upon an event so 
sad, and sacred, and terrible. 

I have wished, in these Sunday talks, to make you understand, 
first of all, our Saviour's beautiful teaching of love and kindness, 
and charity to all ; and that those who believe in Him should 
show their belief by obeying Him. I have given you at the 
same time a sketch of His life, for it affords an example not 
merely of the unselfishness He taught, but cf self-sacrifice for 
the sake of others. 

Just before He was seized and led off to prison, Jesus said 
to one of His disciples, named Peter : ** Thinkest thou that I 
cannot now pray to my Father, and He shall presently give 
me more than twelve legions of angels ? But how then shall 
the scripture be fulfilled?" Jesus not only submitted willingly 
to a painful and lingering death upon the cross, but when some 
of the people looking on, mocked and derided Him in His 
2tgony, He only exclaimed : " Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do." 

When Jesus expired, the sun was darkened, the earth shook, and 
there were other signs and wonders, so that those who were still 
watching feared greatly, saying : " Truly this was the Son of God." 

And in the evening, a rich man, named Joseph, who loved our 
Saviour, went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus ; and he 
laid it in a sepulchre like a cave, which was made in his garden, 
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and which he intended for his own tomb, and afterwards he rolled 
a great stone against the entrance. 

On the next day but one after the crucifixion, at dawn, came 
Mary Magdalene and another woman to see the sepulchre; and 
they found that the stone had been rolled back from the entrance, 
and on it sat an angel. St. Matthew tells us, " His countenance 
was like lightning, and his raiment white as snow." And the 
angel said to the women : " Fear ye not, for I know that ye seek 
Jesus, which was crucified : He is not here ; for He is risen, 
as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And 
go quickly, and tell His disciples that He is risen from the. dead." 

Then St. Matthew goes on to say that the women departed 
quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy, and ran to 
bring the disciples word. But, l^ehold, Jesus met them, saying, 
" All hail ! " And they held Him by the feet and worshipped 
Him. This is what you see represented in the picture. 

Death upon the cross was the usual mode of executing criminals 
among the Jews at that time. As Christianity spread and 
triumphed, the cross came to be adopted as the symbol of the 
Christian Faith. From being simply the instrument of a barbarous 
and cruel manner of execution, it has been accepted as the sign 
of our Saviour's love for mankind, and His suffering for our 
sakes. It crowns our churches, and is erected on our tombs. 



THE ASCENSION. 

■ At the time of our Saviour's resurrection, when He appeared 
to Mary Magdalene in the way I described to you, my children, 
His disciples were in great fear of their enemies among the 
Jews : for were not the enemies of Jesus enemies of those 
whom He left behind to do His work? And being assembled 
together on the evening of the day when Christ appeared to 
Mary, they were sitting in a room with the door closed and 
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fastened. Suddenly they beheld Jesus in the midst of them, 
and He said: " Peace be unto you." 

But some of them were terrified, supposing that they Sav/ a 
spirit. Then He showed them His hands and feet, which had 
been pierced by the nails that fastened Him on to the cross, 
and said : 

" Why are ye troubled ? and why do thoughts arise in your 
hearts ? Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself : 
handle me and see ; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones as 
ye see me have." 

Many times between our Saviour's resurrection and His 
ascension into heaven did He appear to His disciples, always 
teaching and instructing them. In the words of St. Luke, — 
•' He opened their understanding, that they might understand 
the Scriptures. And said unto them. Thus it is written, and 
thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the 
third day: And that repentance and the remission of sins 
should be preached in His name among all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem." 

Another time, St. Luke tells us, Christ led His disciples out 
as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. 
And it came to pass, while He blessed them He was parted from 
them, and carried up into heaven. And they worshipped Him, 
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
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The picture on the previous page illustrates Our Lord's 
ascension into heaven, and you see His disciples worshipping Him. 

I have not yet told you that among the disciples and followers 
of Jesus, He had Himself chosen twelve whom He called 
Apostles : and to these was intrusted the work of teaching and 
spreading the Gospel. After witnessihg the ascent of their Lord 
and Master into heaven, they returned to Jerusalem to wait for. 
the fulfilment of a promise He had made them. It was that the 
Holy Ghost — the Spirit of God — should descend upon them, 
filling them with wisdom and strength for their mission. 

Nor had they long to wait. At the feast of Pentecost, when 
they were all assembled together, there came a sound as of a 
rushing wind, and a great light from heaven shone upon them, 
and tongues of fire sat upon each. From this time, these men, 
who before were mostly unlearned, became inspired with marvellous 
eloquence and wisdom. They were endowed, too, with the gift 
of prophecy and the power of working miracles. 

I related to you, my dear children, at Christmas-time, the 
birth of our Saviour : in the series of our Sunday talks since 
then, I have told you something of His teaching, and described 
the events of His life, till we have now come to His ascension 
into heaven. Hereafter I will tell you how the apostles con- 
tinued the work begun by our Saviour, and taught and spread 
the glad tidings of salvation. 



MIRACLES OF OUR SAVIOUR. 

WATER TURNED INTO WINE. 

Now, darling children, come round me while we have a little 
talk fit for Sundays. You remember that during the past year 
I gave you some account of our Saviour's teaching, and of the 
principal events of His life. Now I shall tell you about some 
of the miracles He performed. 

The word " Miracle " signifies simply — wonder : but there may, 
of coursCj be many wonderful events which are not miracles. 
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As ; the word is used, a miracle means strictly an act by which 
the laws of nature are set aside: and though the wisest of us 
do not undersftand all nature's laws, we should be able, I think, 
generally to distinguish what was really a miracle from what 
was merely wonderful. For instance, if a doctor were to cure 
a blind man by anointing his eyes, we might think it wonderful, 
but should conclude that he had discovered a cure for that kind 
of blindness. If the physician, however, were to give sight to 
the blind man by merely commanding him to see, we might 
then pronounce the cure a miracle. 

The Jews expected that all who claimed to be prophets should 
perform some miracle to prove that they were divinely inspired ; 
as did Moses, Elijah, Elisha, and several of the prophets. When 
the divine promise was given to Moses and others, that a great 
prophet should be raised up for the people of Israel, it was 
foretold that this prophet should be known by the greatness and 
variety of the miracles which he performed. 

By such signs he was to be distinguished from all pretenders, 
and Isaiah says : — " Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened ; 
and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the 
lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing." 

Our Saviour may be said generally to have had two objects 
in performing miracles. In most instances, one object was the 
immediate relief of suffering. But He always had the greater 
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object by His miracles of proving that He was the Christ, 
whose coming had been foretold to the Jews so long before* 
The miracles were the signs that He was the Messiah. 

The first miracle performed by our Saviour was that of 
turning water into wine. 

We are told by St. John that there was a marriage in Cana 
of Galilee, and at the feast our Saviour and His mother were 
present. After a time the servants found that the supply of 
wine for the guests was running short. One of them told this 
to the mother of Jesus, and she, going to Him said : — " They 
have no wine." 

The miracle which followed is thus related in the words of 
Scripture : — 

"Jesus saith unto them: Fill the water-pots with water. And 
they filled them to the brim. And He saith unto them : Draw 
out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And they 
bare it. When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water 
that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the 
servants which drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast 
called the bridegroom, and saith unto him : Every man at the 
beginning doth set forth good wine ; and when men have well 
drunk, then that which is worse : but thou hast kept the good 
wine until now." . 

This was the first miracle that Jesus did : in our next Sunday 
talk, my children, I will tell you more of them. 



MIRACLES OF OUR SAVIOUR : 

THE nobleman's SON HEALED. 

I HAVE already told you, my little ones, how our Lord Jesus 
Christ turned the water into wine at the marri^e feast. That 
was His first miracle, and one of the few He performed which 
were not works of healing ; for He went about curing the sick, and 
in some instances restoring to life those who were already dead. 

We are told in the Bible that after this first miracle, our 
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Saviour left Cana and went to Jerusalem to keep the Passover, 
and it is stated that while there He performed several miracles 
in the way of healing, which were so wonderful that His fame 
spread throughout the land. After the Passover, Christ left 
Jerusalem, and turned His steps towards Galilee. 

Now in a city of Galilee, - called Capernaum, there lived a 
nobleman, who had an only child, a son, that he loved with his 
whole heart. The child was very ill — so ill that there was no 
hope of recovery. The little face that the poor father loved so 
much grew pale and wan, and the pretty bright eyes lost their 
brightness. Everything that human skill could do had been tried 
in vain ; but the father had heard of the miracles done by Jesus 
in Jerusalem, and knowing that He was then passing through 
that part of the country, he left the bedside of his dying child, 
and came himself to Christ. 

St. John tells us — ** He besought Christ that He would come 
down and heal his son ; for he was at the point of death. Then 
said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders^ ye will 
not believe. The nobleman saith unto Him, Sir, come down 
ere my child die. Jesus saith unto him. Go thy way : thy son 
liveth. And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken 
unto him, and he went his way." 

From this account it appears as if the nobleman went to our 
Saviour only as a last resource, and scarcely believing in His 
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power. This was why Christ said as a sort of reproof, " Except 
ye see signs and wonders ye will not believe.*' Then the poor 
father prayed again to Him to come to his son, thinking that to 
save the boy our Saviour must see and touch him. But Christ 
showed him that He could heal the boy as well at a distance as 
near, and said, " Go thy way : thy son liveth." 

This man's faith, you see, had grown suddenly, and became 
perfect ; for he believed without hesitation our Saviour's word, 
and returned home at once. He did not stay to question, but 
he went home, taking it for granted that he would find the 
miracle performed, and that his son was living as Jesus had 
declared, although this was the first instance in which Christ 
had healed at a distance. 

He believed so firmly that all would be well when he got 
home, that he does not appear even to have hurried on his 
journey ; and he met some of his servants the next day before 
he reached his house. The servants had come out to meet him, 
and they were the bearers of the happy tidings of his son's 
recovery. Then he anxiously inquired when the child began 
to get better, and they told him : " Yesterday at the seventh 
hour the fever left him." And the father knew it was at that 
hour Christ had said to him, •* Thy son liveth." From that 
time, St. John tells us the nobleman and all his household were 
believers. 
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We learn, my dear children, from this miracle that sorrow and 
trouble often lead to good. They brought the anxious and 
sorrowing father to Christ, and caused not only the father but 
all the household to become believers. Let us trust and pray 
that through such suffering and such trials as may be in store 
for us we too may be brought nearer to God. 



MIRACLES OF OUR SAVIOUR: 

THE MIRACULOUS DRAUGHT OF FISHES. 

I MUST tell you to-day, my dear children, about one of the 
miracles of our Saviour of which I dare say you have already 
heard. Perhaps, too, you have seen engravings of the picture 
from which the woodcut above is taken. It is a large painting 
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by Raphael, a great Italian artist of former days, whom you will 
know more about when you are older. 

After our Saviour had healed the nobleman's son — the miracle 
I described to you in our last Sunday-talk — we are told m the 
Bible that He left Cana and went to Capernaum, a town on the 
shore of the lake, or sea, of Galilee. The country surrounding 
this beautiful lake is now desolate and barren ; but at the time 
when our Saviour lived upon earth, it was fertile and thickly 
populated. On the banks of the lake were towns and villages ; 
on its waters boats plied, engaged • in pleasure or trade ; and 
many fishermen carried on their calling. 

One evening our Lord walked on the shore of the lake 
teaching His disciples, when He found Himself surrounded by 
a multitude of people. They pressed about Him, eager to hear . 
Him preach ; and in order to let them hear and see Him better. 
He entered into one of the fishing- boats which belonged to 
Simon Peter. And Christ prayed Simon Peter to thrust out 
the boat a little from the land : then He sat down, and taught 
the people from the boat. 

We are not told what was the particular purport of His 

' teaching on this occasion, but wheil He had done, He resolved 

to render what He had said more impressive by performing a 

miracle before the eyes of all the people. He turned to Simon 

and told him to cast forth his nets to catch fish ; upon which, 

D 
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St. Luke tells us, Simon answered : " Master, we have toiled all 
the night and have taken nothing; nevertheless at Thy word I 
will let down the net." 

This is the language of obedience and faith. The net was 
at once cast into the sea, and it inclosed such a quantity of fish 
that it began to break. In the boat with Christ, besides Simon 
Peter, was another fisherman, named Andrew ; and they beck- 
oned to their partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
who were in another boat, to come to their assistance. Both 
boats were filled so full of fish that they were almost sinking. 

Scripture does not give us any account of the impression 
this miraculous draught of fishes made upon the multitude that 
were looking on from the shore ; but the first thought of Simon 
. Peter seems to have been a sense of his own unworthiness. 
Falling down at our Saviour's feet he cried : " Depart from me ; 
for I am a sinful man, O Lord." 

With mingled feelings of humility, gratitude and awe, he 
entreated Jesus to depart from one who was so guilty and un- 
deserving. But he did not know the love of Christ towards 
him, or the gracious design of this miracle. His fears were 
soon calmed. '* Fear not,*' said Jesus to His trembling disciple : 
*'from henceforth thou shalt catch men." From that time Simon 
Peter, and his companions, Andrew, James, and John, were to 
be employed in preaching the gospel. These poor ignorant 
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fishermen became endowed with wisdom and eloquence; and in 
the wonderful draught of fishes they might foresee their future 
success. They were to be "fishers of men"; the world the 
sea in which they were to labour. 

St. Luke says of them: "When they had brought their ships 
to land, they forsook all and followed Him." 



MIRACLES OF OUR SAVIOUR: 

THE MAN WITH THE WITHERED HAND HEALED. 

Our Saviour's next miracle, after the miraculous . draught of 
fishes which I described in our last Sunday talk, took place 
also at Capernaum, and consisted in healing the mother of the 
wife of Simon Peter the fisherman. Peter had become a disciple 
of Jesus, and indeed was soon afterwards created one of the 
twelve apostles. The Master often visited the house of His 
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disciple ; and one day on entering it, He was told that Peter's 
wife's mother lay seriously ill. Christ immediately went into 
the room of the sick woman ; stood over her, and holding her 
hand, bade the fever leave her. She arose at once from her 
bed, perfectly well ; not merely better ; not weak, as people 
usually are on first recovering from a fever, but quite well. 
St. Matthew says of her : — " And she arose and ministered to 
them:" meaning that she was able to get up and .attend to 
her household duties as usual. 

Our Saviour now went down to Nazareth, where, as you know, 
my dear children, He was brought up, and where He had lived for 
many years unknown and in poverty. He there performed many 
wonderful miracles, healing the sick, and doing good to the poor 
or afflicted who came to Him. But you must not expect me to 
describe to you all His wonderful works of this kind ; I shall 
tell you only of the most important, that you may learn the 
loving kindness and mercy of Him who *'bore our sins and 
carried our sorrows." 

It often happened on the Sabbath, in the cool of the evening, 
that the sick were brought out on their beds or couches to 
Jesus to be healed. They were not brought till the sun was 
setting, for, fear of breaking the commandment which forbids 
all manner of work on the Sabbath : but the Jewish Sabbath 
ending at J;he setting of the sun, people did not scruple to bring 
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their sick to be healed by Jesus after that hour. And He healed 
all that were brought to Him. 

But once on a Sabbath day, before the hour of sunset, a man 
came to Him for help. The hand of this man was withered 
and helpless, and he came to Christ hoping that He would heal 
it. We are told in the Bible that the Scribes and Pharisees 
watched Jesus to see whether He would heal on the Sabbath 
day, that they might find an accusation against Him for breaking 
the commandment. But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to 
the man which had the withered hand : *' Rise up and stand 
forth in the midst/' And he arose and stood forth. Then said 
Jesus unto them : " I will ask you one thing : Is it lawful on 
the Sabbath day to do good or to do evil ; to save life or to 
destroy it } " And looking round upon them all. He said unto 
the man : '' Stretch forth thy hand ! " And he did so, and his 
hand was restored whole as the other. 

Now our Saviour did not mean by performing this miracle 
to teach that the observance of the Sabbath should be lightly 
thought of. The teaching of our Lord and His example do not 
tend to lessen our reverence for this holy day. But what He 
intended to show was that works of mercy are quite consistent 
with the holiness of the Sabbath, and that the Sabbath was 
intended for the advantage and happiness of mankind. 

You would think that the gentle reproof of our Lord would 
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have made these Scribes and Pharisees repent ; but it was not 
so. They felt that they were put to shame before the people, 
and their rage and hatred against our Saviour increased. They 
felt that they could not stand before His teaching, even had 
this teaching not been sustained as it was by such signs and 
wonders. They were losing influence, and if Christ was allowed 
to go on, their own power would be gone. 

Then the Pharisees and Scribes went and held council together 
against Jesus, consulting how they should destroy Him. 



MIRACLES OF OUR SAVIOUR: 

STILLING THE TEMPEST. 

In our last Sunday talk I told you how our Saviour healed 
the man with the withered hand : and how angry the Pharisees 
were at His doing so on the Sabbath. You understand, my 
children, that Christ was not teaching us to regard' the Sabbath 
with less reverence, but He showed us by His example that 
works of mercy and kindness are consistent with the holiness 
of Sunday. Christ said, " It is lawful to do well on the Sabbath 
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day.*' To attend the sick, comfort the afflicted, teach the young and 
ignorant — these are all good works ; and to do these is '' to do well." 

The Pharisees and Scribes were always on the watch for 
something, either in the doctrines that Christ taught, or in His 
acts, which might serve as a ground for arresting Him and 
bringing Him to trial. But besides the open enmity of these men, 
our Saviour had a difficulty to contend with in the want of 
thorough and perfect faith even in those who dearly loved Him — 
His own disciples ; and some of the miracles He performed had 
for their object chiefly to confirm and strengthen the faith of 
His followers. The miracle I am going to tell you of — the 
stilling of the tempest — was one of these, and was witnessed only 
by the disciples who were with Him in the ship. 

Not only was faith necessary for the disciples in order to give 
them confidence in the protection of God while they helped our 
Saviour in His work, or when they should have to continue it after 
Him, but perfect faith was needed before they could acquire the power 
of performing miracles. On one occasion, when some of them had 
attempted the miraculous cure of a boy, and failed, they asked Christ 
the reason of their failure. He replied : ** Because of your unbelief. 
If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this 
mountain. Remove hence to yonder place ; and it shall remove, and 
nothing shall be impossible to you." 

The apostles — that is, the chosen few, who* continued the mission 
of our Saviour after His crucifixion— had the power of working 
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miracles conferred upon them. We may assume therefore that their 
faith was perfect. But let us come to the miracle I have to tell 
you of to-day. 

Our Saviour had been teaching the people all day from a boat on 
the lake of Galilee ; the people being ranged along the shore, so that 
they could all hear without crowding in upon Him. When evening 
came on, He desired the people to return to their homes, and bade 
His disciples put their boat from the land, and depart to the other 
side of the lake. As they left the shore, the water was smooth and 
calm, and the cool air blew gently from the mountains. Christ, tired 
out with the exertion of the day, lay down to rest and fell asleep, 

The boat bore them over the rippling waves, and the disciples 
conversed most likely about the teaching of our Saviour which they 
had heard that day. They thought very probably that their faith 
in Him was quite strong : but it was soon to be tried. A terrible 
storm arose suddenly ; the wind blew furiously ; the great waves 
arose around the little vessel, and broke over its sides ; the sail 
was torn, the mast broken. Then the disciples, in terror, rushed to 
our Saviour to wake Him, saying, " Lord, save us ! we perish." 

Christ said unto them : ** Why are ye fearful? oh, ye of little faith!" 
and He rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. 

But even after this the disciples did not seem thoroughly to 
understand our Saviour ; for the Scripture tells us that '* they 
marvelled, saying. What manner of man is this that even the 
winds and the sea obey Him?" 



MIRACLES OF OUR SAVIOUR: 

RAISING OF THE DAUGHTER OF JAIRUS. 

The next miracle I have to tell you of, my dear children, 
is one which shows particularly our Lord's divine quality of 
mercy. It is called "the raising of the daughter of Jairus," which 
means — restoring her to life. 

Our Saviour was one day at the house of His disciple Matthew 
at Capernaum, when a man of importance in the city, a ruler 
in the synagogue, named Jairus, came to Him. This man had an 
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only child, a daughter about twelve years old, who was lying 
at the point of death ; and he came to Jesus in the hope that 
He would cure her. 

Generally, the poor and lowly were the first to believe in 
our Savioun The rich were slow to accept the self-denying 
doctrines which He taught; the learned were too wise in their 
own esteem to listen to His instruction. But when they were 
in affliction both the rich and the learned sometimes came to Jesus 
to seek His aid. So it was in this instance. 

We may imagine what the unhappy father suffered at the 
prospect of losing his darling child — at the thought of her 
fading away from him, and sinking into the grave. As he was 
rich, we may suppose that all had been done by the doctors 
that could be done ; so now in an agony of despair he turned 
to seek our Saviour. No doubt he thought of all the miraculous 
cures Jesus had effected, as he went towards Matthew's house, 
where he found our Saviour at the door teaching a crowd of 
people. Jairus immediately fell at His feet, and with heart-felt 
earnestness "besought Him greatly" that He would come and 
see his child. 

Jesus rose, and went forth, followed by a number of people, 
while Jairus led the way to his own house. The poor father 
would have walked quickly, every moment seeming an age till 
he reached his sick child's bedside, but the crowd pressing 
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round, interfered with their speed, and soon there arose another 
cause of delay. 

In the crowd was a poor woman who had been very ill 
for a long time. She had consulted many doctors, but none 
could cure her ; and at last she had spent all her money in 
trying to regain her health. Hearing that Jesus was near, 
she approached Him in great fear and trembling. She was 
almost crushed by the crowd, as she struggled to come near 
Him ; but at length succeeded so far as to be able to stretch forth 
her hand, and touch the border of His mantle. In a moment she 
felt that she was recovering from her illness. Our Saviour stopped, 
and turned towards her, when she cast herself at His feet, 
fearing for her presumption. But He looked graciously upon 
her, for He knew why she had touched His garment; then 
speaking to her. He said : " Daughter, be of good comfort ; 
thy faith hath made thee whole." And from that hour she 
was cured. 

After this incident, Jairus was again hurrying on, leading 
the way to his house, when messengers met him with the agonising 
intelligence that the child was already dead — gone beyond the 
reach of human help. Thereupon Christ turned to Jairus, saying : 
'* Be not afraid; only believe, and she shall be made whole.'* 
For it was as easy to Him to bring back the dead, as to restore 
the living. 
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He went Into the house with three of His disciples and the 
parents of the child. Then He addressed words of comfort 
to the father and mother, saying,—" The damsel is not dead but 
sleepeth ; " — meaning that her death would only be like a short sleep, 
because He was going to bring her back to life. 

Then taking hold of the little girl's hand, as though He were 
about to waken her from a pleasant sleep. He said : " Talitha 
cumi ! " — that is, " Damsel, arise ! " The words were no sooner 
spoken, than the colour returned to her cheeks, her eyes opened, 
and she arose as if just awakened from a refreshing sleep. 

We are told that " the parents and all present were astonished 
with a great astonishment" We may also suppose how great 
was their delight, and how unbounded was their gratitude to our 
blessed Lord. 



MIRACLES OF OUR SAVIOUR: 

THE TWO BLIND MEN RESTORED TO SIGHT. 

The next miracle that I shall tell you about, my dear children, , 
is one which is represented in the picture above ; it is our Saviour 
giving sight to two blind men. 

When He left the house of Jairus, the ruler, whose daughter 
He had raised from the dead, the Scripture tells us that two 
blind men followed Him. As they followed) thejf kept crying 
out, " Thou son of David, have mercy upon us ! " They meant 
by this entreaty to implore Christ to have pity upon their darkness 
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and misery ; to consider how helpless and useless they were ; and, 
as He had just restored to life a child already dead, to have 
mercy upon them, and give them back their sight. 

It is evident that these men thoroughly believed our Saviour to be 
the true Messiah, whose coming had been foretold by the prophets ; 
for one of the signs by which the true Messiah was to be known, 
according to the prophecies, was His giving sight to the blind. 

Our Saviour at first, as though to try the faith of these two 
poor men, appeared not to regard them. But they followed Him 
into the house where He was going, groping their way as they 
best could, and repeated their prayer, "Oh, son of David, have 
mercy on us ! " Then Jesus, as St. Matthew tells, said unto 
them, "Believe ye that I am able to do this ?" and they replied, 
•' Yea, Lord." Then He touched their eyes, saying, ** According 
to your faith be it done unto you." And their eyes were opened. 

We may observe that Christ appeared to make faith a condition 
upon which the success of the miracle was to depend, and it is 
evident that these poor men had perfect faith. What unspeakable 
joy and gratitude they must have felt on finding their dark night 
suddenly changed into bright day. Without pain, without any opera- 
tion, simply by the touch of Christ upon their sightless eyes, had one 
pf the greatest of earthly blessings been given to these two men. 

There is another miracle I shall have time to tell you about 
to-day, my children, which was performed soon after the last. It 
consisted in the feeding of a multitude of people — five thousand — 
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upon five barley loaves and two small fishes. It took place 
on the shore of the sea of Galilee. 

A great multitude of people had followed our Saviour to listen 
to His teaching, and He had led them some distance away from 
any town. He preached to them a long time, and was still 
continuing His instructions when the shades of evening began 
to gather round. Then the disciples reminded Him that the 
day was declining, one of them saying, " This is a desert place, 
and now the time is far passed : send them away that they may 
go into the country round about and buy themselves bread, for 
they have nothing to eat." 

But our Saviour was too compassionate to send the people 
away hungry, and He intended Himself to give them food. 
He said to His disciples, " How many loaves have ye ? go and 
see." And when they knew, they said, " Five loaves and two 
fishes.'' Christ then commanded them to make all the people sit 
down upon the grass ; He took the five loaves and the two fishes, 
and brake the loaves, and gave the pieces to His disciples to 
give among the people : He also divided the two fishes, and gave 
them in the same way. Then the multitude, as the Bible tells us, 
ate and were filled : and, what is more, the disciples afterwards 
gathered up several basketsful of the fragments that were left. 

Thus, by our Lord s power, those five loaves and two fishes 
were made sufficient to feed and satisfy that great multitude of 
five thousand people. 



MIRACLES OF OUR SAVIOUR: 

CHRIST WALKING ON THE SEA. 

The miracle I have to tell you of to-day, my children, is called 
— Christ walking on the waters. It followed closely upon that I 
described In our last Sunday talk ; I mean that of our Saviour 
feeding a multitude of people with five tarley loaves and two 
small fishes. 

As evening came on, the multitude that had been fed, dispersed ; 
and Christ desired His disciples to enter into their boat, and go 
before Him to the town of Bethsaida, where they might pass the 
night, while He went up into a mountain alone, intending seem- 
ingly to spend the night in prayer. 
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The disciples had not gone far upon their voyage, when the 
light breeze, which was bearing them on their way, changed into 
a strong adverse wind. It had become dark, "and the sea arose 
by reason of a great wind that blew, and the ship was tossed 
with the waves." They were overtaken in fact by one of those 
sudden squalls to which the lake or sea of Galilee is liable. In 
vain they rowed with all their strength ; the contrary wind drove 
them out of their course into the middle of the lake. 

In such an hour of danger they must have thought of the time 
not long before, when they were caught in another storm on the 
same sea. But then their Master was with them in the boat ; at 
His command the sea became calm, and the wind ceased. How 
they must have wished that He were with them now, or that they 
could call Him to them, that His voice might once more hush the 
tempest into peace, and control the winds and waves ! They had 
entered the fourth watch of the night, which, as the night was 
divided into only four watches, means that the morning was 
approaching, and the storm was still raging fiercely, when they 
beheld a human figure approaching, walking on the surface of the 
water as if upon firm ground 

Sailors and fishermen have been in all ages superstitious, and 

those of that day generally held the belief that storms were raised 

by spirits, who delighted in the turmoil of the elements, and in 

the terror and destruction that were caused. Some superstitious 

thought of this kind seems to have been the first that entered 
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the minds of the disciples, as they saw the figure approaching 
on the water. What followed is thus described by St Matthew : — 

**And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they 
were troubled, saying, It is a spirit ; and they cried out for fear. 
But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; 
it is I ; be not afraid. And Peter answered Him, and said. Lord, 
if it be Thou, bid me come unto Thee on the water. And Jesus 
said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he 
walked on the water to go to Jesus. But when he saw the wind 
boisterous, he was afraid ; and beginning to sink, he cried, 
saying. Lord, save me! And immediately Jesus stretched forth 
His hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little 
faith, wherefore didst thou doubt } ** 

The want of a thorough, unbounded faith and confidence in the 
power and divinity of our Saviour, was a fault which He had to 
contend against even- in the disciples, who beheld His miracles 
almost daily. Peter and others who were in the boat became 
afterwards apostles of Christianity, and performed miracles 
themselves, when their faith must have become perfect; but 
it seems to have grown up gradually; and the words of Christ 
signify that Peter failed to walk on the water himself on this 
occasion only through his want of faith. 

St. Matthew goes on to tell us that when our Saviour came into 
the ship, the wind ceased. Then the disciples came round Him, 
worshipping Him, saying — " Of a truth Thou art the Son of God.'* 



MIRACLES OF OUR SAVIOUR: 

CURE OF A DEAF AND DUMB MAN, 

Among the miracles which our Lord next performed was that of 
giving speech and hearing to a deaf and dumb man. This man was 
brought by his friends, who placed him before the Saviour, with the 
earnest request that He would put His hand on him. St. Mark 
thus describes the miracle : — 
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"And they brought unto Him one that was deaf, and had an im- 
pediment in his speech ; and they besought Him to put His hand 
upon him. And He took him aside from the multitude, and put His 
fingers into his ears, and He spat, and touched his tongue. And 
looking up to heaven, He sighed, and saith unto him, * Ephphatha,' 
that is, ' Be opened/ And straightway his ears were opened, and 
the string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain." 

We cannot always determine the reasons that influenced the 
actions of our Lord ; nor indeed is it necessary we should. We 
cannot doubt, judging by other miracles, but He could have cured 
the man by a word, or the mere exercise of His will ; yet on this 
occasion He chose to touch the man's eyes and his tongue, and to 
sigh a mental prayer to His Father. 

His reasons for taking the man aside from the multitude we can 
more easily surmise. It may have been as a lesson to His disciples, 
to teach them that they should not make a vain display of their 
works of mercy ; or it may have been that, not wishing to excite 
still further at the moment the enmity of the Pharisees, He desired 
that the fame of His miracles should not be further spread. But 
whatever our Saviour's motive in taking the man aside, it is evident 
that the multitude crowded about Him, and beheld the miracle ; for 
St. Mark goes on to say : — 

*' And He charged them that they should tell no man ; but the more 
He tharged them, so much the more a great deal they published it; 
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and were beyond measure astonished, saying, ' He hath done all 
things well : He maketh the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak/ " 

The Scripture tells us that, after Jesus had performed this miracle, 
great multitudes came unto Him, bringing with them those that were 
lame, blind, du'mb, or maimed. These poor suffering creatures were 
cast down at Jesus feet, and He healed them. *'And the people 
wondered when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be 
whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see ; and they glorified 
the God of Israel." 

Christ performed a great many more miracles, my children, than 
I shall be able to tell you about, and you must read of them for 
yourselves in the Bible when you grow a little older. Most of 
our Saviour's miracles were, as I have before told you, miracles oC 
healing, and works of mercy ; but, on one occasion about this time. 
He performed a miracle to pay what was called the tribute money. 

This tribute was a tax levied for the support of the temple at 
Jerusalem. It consisted in the annual payment of a coin called a 
dedrachma — two drachmas — by every person over twenty years of 
age. It was devoted chiefly to the purchase of such things as were 
used for the sacrifices in the Jewish sanctuary. This tax was some- 
times called *' The ransom money, or atonement for the soul," and 
was paid equally by rich and poor, to show that the souls of all were 
considered to be equal in the sight of God. It was an acknowledg- 
ment that all were sinners, and all alike needed to be ransomed. 
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We are told by St Matthew that when Jesus and His disciples 
came to Capernaum, '' They that received tribute money, came to 
Peter, and said, Doth not your master pay tribute ? " 

Peter, who had heard our Lord teach His followers to give to 
all their dues, answered promptly to the inquiry, ** Yes," and then 
went into the 'house where Jesus was. Our Saviour, although not 
present at the conversation with the collector of tribute, knew 
perfectly well what had taken place, and He anticipated what 
Peter was about to tell Him by saying — 

*' What thinkest thou, Simon ? of whom do the kings of the earth 
take custom or tribute ? of their own children or of strangers ? " 

Peter, you must know, was sometimes addressed by -his first name 
of Simon. Now Christ, in putting this question to him, meant to 
ask whether He, as the Son of God, to whom the temple was 
dedicated, ought to pay tribute for its support, as kings do not tax 
their children. Nevertheless, He added words signifying that lest 
the Pharisees should charge Him with despising the temple and its 
services, the tribute should be paid. And He went on : " Go thou 
to the sea, and cast an hook, and take up the fish that first cometh 
up ,- and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find a piece 
of money : that take, and give unto them for me and thee." 

Peter obeyed. He went and caught the fish, found in its mouth a 
shekel — equal to four drachmas — and with it paid the tribute. 



MIRACLES OF OUR SAVIOUR: 

TEN LEPERS HEALED. 

One of the most common faults — or rather, I should say, one 
of the most common sins — that we meet with in the world, is 
that of ingratitude. Some are ungrateful from pride or conceit, 
thinking that the kindnesses or services of others are due to 
them of right. But most people are ungrateful simply from 
thoughtlessness : yet this very thoughtlessness — the want of 
thought for others — has its root in what is the foundation of all 
faults — selfishness. 
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Even in dumb creatures — from whom, by the way, we may often 
learn good lessons — we seldom see ingratitude. If you are kind 
and gentle to a dog or cat, a horse or bird, it will be thankful, and 
generally manage in its own fashion to make you understand its 
gratitude. My darling children, never be ungrateful ! Be grateful 
to God first of all — be grateful to God for everything. Be grateful 
to your father and mother ; and be grateful also to all those who 
show so many kindnesses to you. Never forget to thank them 
both with heart and lip. 

I am going to tell you to-day of an instance of man's ingratitude ; 
not that of man to man, but of ingratitude to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We are told by St. Luke that — '* It came to pass as Jesus 

ft 

went to Jerusalem, He passed through the midst of Samaria and 
Galilee. And as He entered into a certain village, there met 
Him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off; and they 
lifted up their voices, and said, 'Jesus, Master, have mercy on 
us.' And when He saw them. He said unto them, ' Go, show 
yourselves unto the priests/ And it came to pass that, as they 
went, they were cleansed." 

I must tell you that this leprosy, with which these poor people 
were afiflicted, was a terrible disease common among the Jews at 
that time. It was a disease of the skin, which was hereditary, 
and also was caught by contagion. Hence those afflicted with it 
were prohibited by strict laws from associating with other people. 
They might not enter the w^alled cities at all, and in the villages 
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they were obliged to live apart from the other inhabitants. You see 
these lepers "stood afar off while they cried out to Jesus for mercy. 
We must suppose that before any one recovering from the leprosy 
was allowed to associate with his fellow-citizens, he had to go 
before the priests, that they should pronounce him cured ; and this 
explains the injunction of our Saviour^" Go, show yourselves to 
the priests." The lepers had faith, and turned at once to^obey. 
They had scarcely moved a step when the change in their con- 
dition seems to have taken place ; and we may imagine their joy 
and surprise, on looking at each other, to see the ghastly and 
loathsome hue of the leprous skin change for the bloom and fresh- 
ness of health. But now we come to the sad instance of ingratitude. 
St. Luke goes on to tell us — still speaking of the lepers : — 
" And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, 
and with a loud voice glorified God ; and fell down on his face 
at Jesus' feet, giving Him thanks." 

Thus we find, out of these ten, one only showed himself grateful, 
and thought, before aught else, of glorifying God, and giving thanks 
to Jesus. The other nine, in their joy at the blessing .which had 
just been bestowed upon them, forgot the Bestower of that blessing. 
They hastened on, thinking only of their own good fortune, and 
eager to make known their recovery to the priests, that they might 
be restored to communication with their fellow men. 

Our Saviour only remarked upon this instance of ingratitude : — 
*' Were there not ten cleansed ? but where are the nine } " 



MIRACLES OF OUR SAVIOUR: 

THE RAISING OF LAZARUS. 

Listen to me, now, my darling children, while I relate a wonderful 
miracle, called " The Raising of Lazarus." I have already told 
you of many instances in which our Saviour restored the sick to 
health, the blind or deaf to sight or hearing. I have related one 
case — that of the daughter of Jairus — where He restored a 
child to life ; but I am now going to describe how our Lord 
brought back to life a man who had been four days- dead. 

In the little city of Bethany, in Judaea, lived a family which 
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we are told that Jesus loved. This family consisted of two sisters 
and a brother, and their names were Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. 
Now Lazarus fell sick, and his sisters sent to tell Jesus of this. 
The message they sent was simply, " Lord, he whom Thou lovest 
IS sick." They made no request, but probably they thought that 
the kind and good Lord who had done so many works of mercy 
for others, would come and heal their brother. 

When Jesus received this message. He was in the country beyond 
the river Jordan, about thirty miles from Bethany, which is near 
Jerusalem. He had retired to a distance from the latter city, 
because the priests and Pharisees had succeeded in stirring up a 
portion of the populace against Him. His reply to the messengers 
was as follows : " This sickness is not unto death, but for the 
glory of Qod, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby." 
These seemed like words of comfort for the anxious sisters ; yet 
they saw their brother get worse hour after hour. The Saviour 
came not ; and at length their brother died. 

And where was Jesus at the time ? After receiving the message. 
He " abode two days still in the place where He was." But this 
delay does not appear to have arisen from any hesitation to return 
to the neighbourhood of Jerusalem. He said to His disciples 
at the end of the two days, '* Lazarus is dead. And I am glad 
for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe : 
nevertheless, let us go unto him." 
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These words appear to signify that our Saviour was glad He 
had not been with Lazarus when he was ill, because then He 
should have cured him, and the miracle would not have been 
so wonderful as it would be now — not so likely to increase the 
faith of those who beheld it. Therefore He rejoiced that He 
should have to raise Lazarus from death to life instead of 
curing him of sickness. 

The disciples attempted to dissuade Christ from returning 
so near to Jerusalem, but finding Him resolved, they declared 
their willingness to accompany Him, and they all departed 
together into the land of Judaea. As they approached Bethany, 
Martha, hearing that the Lord was coming, went out to meet 
Him, while Mary remained in the house. As soon as Martha 
met Jesus, she thought, doubtless, of all the people He had so 
mercifully healed by a touch of His hand or a word from His 
mouth, and said, to Him, *' Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my 
brother had not died.*' Then added immediately afterwards, 
" But I know that even now, whatever Thou wilt ask of God, 
God will give it Thee.'' 

These words of Martha's prove how strong her faith was. And 
Jesus answered her, saying, *' Thy brother shall rise again." 

She does not seem to have felt sure that this promise was meant 
in the sense of restoring Lazarus to life ; - but what followed is best 
related in the words of St. John, who tells us : — 
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"Martha saith unto Him,-^I know that he shall rise again in 
the resurrection at the last day/ Jesus said unto her, * I am the 
resurrection and the life : he that believeth in Me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live. And whosoever liveth and believeth in 
Me shall never die. Believest thou this.'*' She saith unto Him, 

* Yea, Lord : I believe that Thou art the Christ, the Son of God, 
which should come into the world.* And when she had so said, 
she went her way, and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, 

* The Master is come, and calleth for thee.' " 

It was the custom among the Jews, w^hen anybody died, for 
the friends and neighbours of the bereaved family to gather round 
the remaining members of it, and mourn with them, or endeavour 
to console them. Mary was surrounded by friends when Martha 
returned to her, and said, *^ The Master is come." St. John goes 
on as follows : — 

"As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto 
Him. Now Jesus was not yet come into the town^ but was in 
that place where Martha met Him. The Jews then which were 
with her in the house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, 
that she rose up hastily and went out, followed her, saying, * She 
goeth unto the grave, to weep there.' Then when Mary was 
come where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet 
saying unto Him, * Lord, if Thou hadst been here my brother 
had not died.' When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the 
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Jews also weeping which came with her, He groaned in the spirit, 
and was troubled ; and said, * Where have ye laid him ? ' They 
said unto Him, 'Lord, come and see/ Jesus w^ept." 

Christ, the Son of God, wept with the mourners. Although 
He knew He should raise Lazarus from the' dead. He shed tears 
at the sight of human grief. 

They came to the grave. It was a sepulchre hewn out of the 
rock, and a large stone had been rolled against the entrance. 
Jesus desired that this stone should be rolled away. Then Martha 
reminded Him that Lazarus had been dead four days. She 
said this because in hot countries like Judaea bodies decompose 
rapidly after death. But Christ replied, " Said I not unto thee 
that if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God } " 

The stone was removed. Jesus first lifted up His eyes, and 
prayed, then He cried in a loud voice — " Lazarus, come forth ! " 

And the man who had been dead four days came forth, all 
wrapped in his grave-clothes, and his face bound about with a 
napkin. Those who stood round and beheld this miracle, were 
too astounded to approach Lazarus, until Christ said — " Loose 
him, and let him go." St. John adds : '* Many of the Jews which 
came with Mary and had seen the things which Jesus did, believed 
on Him." 
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HEALING THE EAR OF MALCHUS. 

We come now to the last miracle that Jesus did before His 
crucifixion, and with that I shall finish my description of them. 
But you must not suppose, my dear children, that I have told 
you all, or nearly all, the miracles He performed. 

The crucifixion itself was marked by miracles : darkness 
overspread the land ; the veil, or curtain, which hung before 
the sanctuary in the temple, was rent in two; an earthquake 
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tore asunder rocks and opened graves ; but all these were signs 
and wonders sent by God: they hardly can be classed among 
the miracles performed by Christ Himself. 

Our Saviour's last miracle, then, which I am going to tell 
you of to-day, took place at the time of His seizure by the 
soldiers and people the night before the crucifixion. I have 
already told you, my children, the sad story of our Saviour's 
trial and crucifixion : I have told you how He was arrested during 
the night in the place called the garden of Gethsemane, at 
the foot of Mount Olivet, just outside Jerusalem. He was 
there with several of His disciples, and was praying — ^perhaps 
for those who He knew were about to inflict upon Him the 
suffering of a cruel death — when some soldiers and a crowd of 
people, led by the traitor Judas, approached. What followed 
is thus described by St. John \-^ 

" Jesus, therefore, knowing all things that should come upon 
Him, went forth, and said unto them, 'Whom seek ye?' They 
answered Him, 'Jesus of Nazareth.' Jesus saith unto them, 
* I am he.' And Judas also, which betrayed Him, stood with 
them. As soon, then, as He had said unto them, * I am he,' 
they went backward, and fell to the ground. Then asked He 
them again, ' Whom seek ye ? ' And they said, * Jesus of Nazareth.' 
Jesus answered, * I have told you that I am he : if therefore, 
ye seek me, let these go their way.' " 



MIRACLES OF OUR SAVIOUR. 83 

You see even at that moment Christ thought of the safety 
of His disciples, and in saying, ** let these go their way,*' He 
was requesting that they might not be arrested with Him. When 
He advanced towards the soldiers and people saying, " I am he," 
they were at first so impressed with the composure and majesty 
of His Divine presence, that they started back, and fell pros- 
trate ; or, as St. John says, ** fell to the ground." This impression, 
however, passed quickly away ; and, urged on, we may suppose, 
by the priests and Pharisees who were with them, they kept 
to their purpose of arresting Christ. The miracle which Jesus 
then did is thus related by St. Luke : — 

*^When they which were about Him saw what would follow, 
they said unto Him, ' Lord, shall we smite with the sword ?' And 
one of them smote the servant of the High Priest, and cut off his 
right ear. And Jesus answered and said, ' Suffer ye thus far.' And 
He touched his ear, and healed him." 

Peter was the disciple, as we learn from the other evangelists, who 

cut off this man's ear, and the man's name was Malchus. He was 

probably one of the most forward in rudely seizing Jesus : but 

when he was wounded, the compassion of the Saviour appeared. 

** Suffer ye thus far," He cried amidst the strife. They were probably 

binding Him with cords, and He asked for a moment's liberty, that 

He might touch and heal the wounded man. 

A word of reproof was addressed at the same time to the rash 
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disciple. Our Saviour reminded Peter how easily He could obtain 
the protection of legions of angels, if He wished for any protection 
or defence at all. " But how then," said He, *' shall the Scriptures 
be fulfilled?" And He added: "The cup which my Father 
hath given me to drink, shall I not drink it?'* He would exert 
no power to help Himself, but He performed a miracle — His last 
miracle — to do good to an enemy. After this the disciples fled, 
and Jesus was conducted bound into Jerusalem. 

We are -surprised to find that this miracle did not produce 
any conviction of the Divine mission of our Saviour upon the minds 
of the priests, Pharisees, and others who witnessed it : we can only 
suppose that they had become familiar with miracles, and that those 
men whose interest or pride led them to oppose the teaching of 
Jesus, tried to persuade themselves that these miracles were not 
done through a power derived from God. Yet the character of the 
miracles ought to have removed the possibility of doubt. Christ 
exercised His power to do good to the suffering and afflicted: 
the sick were healed ; the blind and deaf restored to sight and 
hearing; the dead brought back to life. 




PARABLES OF OUR LORD: 

THE PRODIGAL SON. 

Now, my darlings, our talk on sacred subjects shall have rer 
ference to the parables of our Lord Jesus Christ, who frequently 
used this method of teaching both His disciples and those people 
that came to listen to Him. 

A parable is a short story, or anecdote, which is intended to 
place in a clear light some particular lesson or precept. One 
of the most beautiful of Christ's parables is that of the Prodigal 
Son. It teaches us the infinite mercy of God, and is meant 
to show that though sin be hateful to Him, yet in His mercy 
He is always ready to receive those who turn from it, and 
come to Him in penitence and with prayer. 

You remember that when our Saviour was upon earth. He 
did not disdain to hold intercourse with those whom the Pharisees 
called publicans and sinners. You know that the proud Pharisees 
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murmured at our Saviour, and were angry, saying : " This man 
receiveth sinners and eateth with them." It was then that 
Christ said to them : — 

" I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner that repenteth." 

To make His meaning clearer, He went on to tell them the 
parable of the Prodigal Son. 

** A certain man had two sons : and the younger of them 
said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that 
falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. And not 
many days after, the younger son gathered all together, and took 
his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance 
with riotous living. And when he had spent all, there arose a 
mighty famine in that land ; and he began to be in want. And 
he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and 
he sent him into the fields to feed swine. And he would fain 
have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat, 
and no man gave unto him. And when he came to himself, 
he said. How many hired servants of my fathers have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise 
and go to my father, and will say unto him. Father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy 
to be called thy son : make me as one of thy hired servants. 
And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet 
a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and 
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ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the son said 
unto him. Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy 
sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son/' 

The prodigal had come back to his father, as you see, truly 
repentant ; the father naturally rejoiced over his repentance and 
return, and pardoned his son fully and freely. St. Luke goes 
on to tell us : — 

" But the father said to his servants. Bring forth the best 
robe, and put it on him ; and put a ring on his hand and shoes 
on his feet; and bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it, and let 
us eat and be merry : for this my son was dead, and is alive 
again ; he was lost and is found." 

Now when the elder brother, who was out in the field, drew 
near the house, he heard sounds of rejoicing, and inquired the 
reason. On being told that all this rejoicing was on account 
of his brother^s return, he felt angry and jealous, and refused 
to come into the house. Then his father came out, and intreated 
him, but he answered : ** Lo, these many years do I serve thee, 
neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment ; and 
yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with 
my friends." 

The father replied : '* Son, thou art ever with me, and all that 
I have is thine. It was meet that we should make merry and 
be glad ; for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again ; was 
lost, and is found." 
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THE SOWEK. 

Come round me now, my dear children, and I will explain to 
you to-day the parable of the Sower. I have told you what 
crowds of people generally followed our Saviour about to listen 
to His teaching, and you may suppose that, among so many, 
His words were received in very different ways by different people. 
Some accepted His teaching in a right spirit; loving and revering 
their Instructor, and firmly resolving to obey the word of God. 
Some, on the other hand, paid attention to His words while they 
were being spoken, but went away and thought no more about 
them. Others went away intending to live a new life, but had 
not firmness enough to keep their good resolves, and soon became 
sinful as before. Others, again, were angry when they found 
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that, in order to act up to Christ's precepts, they must give up 
so much that they liked in the world, and they rejected His 
teaching altogether. 

Now our Saviour knew the hearts of all these people, and He 
told this parable partly to show them that He understood their 
thoughts, and partly by way of teaching them how the word of 
God should be received. 

This is the parable, as given by St. Mark : — ** Behold, there 
went out a sower to sow his seed : and it came to pass, as he 
sowed, some fell by the wayside, and the fowls of the air came 
and devoured it up. And some fell on stony ground, where it 
had not much earth ; and immediately it sprang up, because it 
had no depth of earth : but when the sun was up, it was scorched ; 
and because it had no root, it withered away. And some fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it 
yielded no fruit. But other seed fell on good ground, and did 
yield fruit that sprang up and increased ; and brought forth, some 
thirty, and some sixty, and some a hundredfold." 

The disciples themselves do not seem at first to have thoroughly 
understood the parable, for when they were alone with Jesus 
they asked Him to explain to them the exact meaning of it. 
Then our Lord told them that the seed which the sower sowed was 
the word of God. That which fell by the wayside signified words 
spoken to such as hear, but do not believe what they hear. The 
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seed scattered on the rock signified the word of the Lord spoken 
to those who at first receive it joyfully, but whose hearts are hard 
as rock, and therefore the word takes no root ; and when temptation 
comes, they find it more difficult to do right than wrong, and 
they give way to temptation. The seed sown among thorns meant 
the Word of Salvation, spoken in the ears of people whose minds 
are occupied with the cares, or riches, or pleasures of this world : 
in them the Word brings forth no fruit, because the things of 
this world choke it, as thorns would choke the corn, and prevent 
it from springing up in the field. But the seed sown on good 
ground, which bringeth forth fruit, signified the Word of God 
spoken in the ears of those who treasure it in their hearts, 
and keep it always. 

So you see, my darlings, you must first try to understand 
what is the will of God in all things ; and then strive to follow 
and obey it. Try, my little ones, with all your strength to be 
like the good ground in which the seed was sown, so that you 
may bear fruit of righteousness. 

But it is not by your own strength alone that the Word of God 
can thus bring forth fruit ; you must always remember — 

That as thou art weak and frail, 
Naught on earth can thee avail 
But thy prayers ! — On bended knee 
Ask the Lord to succour thee. 
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THE TARES. 

My darling children, the parable which I will endeavour to 
explain to you to-day is called the parable of the Tares. It rather 
resembles that of the Sower, which was the last I told you of; 
only in that parable the seed meant the teaching of our Saviour, 
which fell sometimes on good ground, and sometimes on bad : 
in /Azs parable the corn and the tares, which grow up together, 
signify the good and wicked people in the world. Tares, I must 
tell you, are weeds, and Jesus told the parable in these words : — 

" The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed 
good seed in his field ; but while men slept, his enemy came and 
sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. But when the 
blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the 
tares also. So the servants of the householder came and said 
unto him. Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field ? from 
whence then hath it tares ? He said unto them, An enemy hath 
done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we 
go and gather them up ? But he said unto them, Nay ; lest while 
ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let 
both grow together until the harvest ; and in the time of harvest 
I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and 
bind them in bundles to burn them ; but gather the wheat into 
my barn." 
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A great multitude of people had been following Jesus about, and 
listening to His teaching during the day, and it was to them He 
had repeated this and other parables. But in the evening, when 
the multitude was dispersed, the disciples begged Him to explain 
to them the meaning of this parable of the tares of the field. He 
answered them that the field meant the world, and the wheat 
signified ''the children of the kingdom of God" — that is, those 
people in the world who love God and do His will. Then He 
explained to them that the tares meant the wicked people, who 
grow up side by side with the righteous, as the tares grow up 
with the wheat. Our Saviour added : *' The harvest is the end 
of the world, and the reapers are the angels." 

My children, let us pray that we may always so think and act 
as not to be the tares among the wheat. You little ones, now 
growing up so fast, in intellect as in body, think to yourselves as 
each day passes — Am I growing better, more obedient, more 
truthful, more earnest in trying to do what I know to be right, 
more determined to avoid what is evil ? Am I less selfish than 
I used to be ? — for, dear children, very, very much is included in 
that last little question. Even the quite little ones may ask them- 
selves these questions, and their hearts will answer truly. 

Try then, my children, to grow better ; that, when the harvest 
comes, you may be gathered by the angels like the good ears 
of corn. 
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THE GOOD SAMARITAN. 

One of the most beautiful of our Lord's parables is that of the 
good Samaritan, which I am now, my dear children, going to tell 
you. Our Saviour stood one day with many people round Him 
who were listening to His teaching, when a certain lawyer — a 
learned man — stepped forward and began to question Him. But 
I will tell the story in St. Luke's own words : — 

" Behold a certain lawyer stood up and tempted Him, saying, 
Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life ? He said unto 
him. What is written in the law ? how readest thou ? And he 
answering said, Thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with 
all thy mind ; and thy neighbour as thyself." 
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On hearing this, Jesus told the lawyer he had answered well, 
and added : " This do, and thou shalt live" — meaning that he 
should inherit eternal life in the world to come. But the lawyer 

« 

still questioned Him, saying: *' Who is my neighbour?" It was ^ 
in answer to this question that Jesus related the parable of the 
good Samaritan. The Samaritans, you must know, were a people 
who lived in a province to the north of Judaea ; the Jews despised 
them, thinking themselves superior, and would have no dealings 
with them. Our Saviour, in His love for mankind, made no such 
distinction, but treated all — Jew and Samaritan — with the same 
gracious kindness. The parable is as follows, in the words of 
St. Luke : — 

**A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 
among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded 
him and departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance there 
came down a certain Priest that way : and when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he 
was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the 
other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where 
he was ; and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, and 
went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, 
and set him on his own beast and brought him to an inn, and 
took care of him. And on the morrow, when he departed, he 
took out two-pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto 
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him, Take care of him ; and whatsoever thou spendest more, 
when I come again I will repay thee." 

You see, in this parable, the poor despised Samaritan is held up 
^ as ah example by our Lord to the Jews. The Priest, who should, 
from his calling, have been the first to help and comfort the wounded 
traveller, passed him by. The Levite went up to the poor man and 
looked at him, but his heart was not moved to compassion, and he 
would not take trouble to do anything for him. But the Samaritan 
— he of the despised race — stopped to succour the man who had 
fallen among thieves, and even interested himself in him afterwards, 
taking pains that everything should be done for him that was needed. 

When Jesus had related the parable. He turned to the lawyer 
who had questioned Him, and said : " Which of these three, think- 
est thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among thieves ? *' 

The learned man could make but one answer, and replied, 
'* He that showed mercy on him." 

Then Jesus said unto him, " Go and do thou likewise." 

This parable is intended to teach us our duty towards our 
neighbours, and is 'a beautiful lesson of kindness and unselfishness. 
My dear children, think well over it, take to heart the lesson it 
teaches, and bear always in mind the example of the good 
Samaritan : in some small way you may often imitate him. The 
parable shows us how to obey the precept of our Saviour: 
" Love thy neighbour as thyself ! " 
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THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS. 

This is a parable, my children, in which our Saviour shows us 
how the enjoyments of the rich cease with this Ufe, while the 
sufferings of the poor may be recompensed hereafter. The parable 
teaches also that unless the rich man spends his riches usefully 
and charitably, he shall not enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Indeed, Jesus once said: "How hardly shall they that have 
riches enter into the Kingdom of God!" Often did our Saviour 
warn His disciples, and all who listened to Him, against seeking 
for the good things of this life, and thinking too much of worldly 
gain. ■ He said : — 

" Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth 
and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal ; 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
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nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal." 

The parable begins in this way : '* There was a certain rich man, 
which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously 
every day : and there was a certain beggar, named Lazarus, which 
was laid at his gate, full of sores, and desiring to be fed with the 
crumbs which fell from the rich man's table. And it came to pass 
that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's 
bosom : the rich man also died, and was buried," 

Then we find from the parable that, as the rich man had been 
wicked and merciless in this world, he was banished from heaven. 
His soul was filled with remorse ; and he is represented as beholding 
Lazarus afar off resting upon Abraham's bosom. He begs Abraham 
to have mercy on him, and to send Lazarus to help him. When he 
finds that cannot be, he begins, in his despair, to think of the many 
who are wasting their lives and their wealth as he had done, and he 
wishes to do something to save them. He says to Abraham : *' I 
pray thee, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's house : 
for I have five brethren : that he may testify unto them." But 
Abraham replies: "If they hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead." 

We may imagine how this poor man wished that his time could 
come over again ; then how different a life would he lead ! He 
longed, you see, to warn his relations, who were still living such a 
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life as his had been. But it was impossible : no such return cati be 
when our souls have left this world. 

So, my children, while we have yet time, let us pray that we may 
make a good use of such wealth or power as we possess — be it much 
or be it little. Let each benefit we receive from God — for you know 
God gives us everything — be a benefit in some way to others also. 
And when we are most prosperous, let us then be most anxious, 
thinking how we may make a good use of our prosperity. 

Now, while you are yet little children, try on every occasion ; 
when you have presents given you, for instance, or when pleasures 
or amusements are arranged for you, try, my little ones, to think 
of others. Try to find out how the advantages or pleasures you 
enjoy may be extended, so as to become pleasures or benefits for 
others; so as to spread out, in fact, in an ever-widening circle, 
doing good to all around you : like the circles you see spreading 
out when a stone is dropped into the water. 

As you go through life then, my darlings, remember always 
that you should think of, and love, not the things of this world, 
but the people in it. 
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THE PHARISEE AND THE PUBLICAN. 

The following parable of the Pharisee and the Publican, which 
I am going to tell you about to-day, my dear children, teaches us 
how our Saviour disapproved of those who were proud and self- 
satisfied. It teaches us, indeed, that those who " trusted in them- 
selves that they were righteous, and despised others " were thought 
by our Lord Jesus Christ to be unworthy of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

In relating .the parable to you, I shall give the words of St. Luke 
in his eighteenth chapter : they are as follows : — 

" And He spake this parable unto certain which trusted in them- 
selves that they were righteous, and despised others. Two men 
went up into the temple to pray ; the one a Pharisee, and the other 
a Publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself: 
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God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the 
week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 

*' And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much 
as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God 
be merciful to me a sinner. 

" I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than 
the other : for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased ; 
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted." 

Now, my children, you see that these words of our Saviour 
inculcate a beautiful lesson of humility. The parable teaches us 
to think, not of what sins or errors we do noi commit, but simply 
of our own unworthiness, sinners as we all are, and to trust to His 
great mercy, like the poor publican. When you grow older, you 
will sometimes perhaps meet people in the world very like the 
Pharisee, and you will find that * many who think themselves 
righteous, and are quite satisfied with their own proceedings, are 
not a bit better than their neighbours. There is a resemblance 
in this parable to that of the Prodigal Son ; I mean a resemblance 
in the lesson that it teaches. The Prodigal Son shows us how the 
most sinful, when they once truly repent, are not only forgiven, but 
even cause joy in heaven by their repentance. And this parable of 
the Pharisee and the Publican teaches us that those who are 
repentant and humble-minded, find favour in heaven, rather than 
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those who perhaps may be actually less sinful, but are proud of 
their own righteousness, and without charity for others in their 
thoughts. 

We should never judge of others unkindly, for we can seldom 
know what temptation they have had to do wrong ; what lack of 
good teaching, or of opportunities to do right. Let us be severe 
judges only of ourselves, for we know most about ourselves. Try, 
my children, always to do well, and always to think kindly and 
charitably. Remember that when you have resisted temptation, 
or have done some good action, you must not pride yourself upon 
it, thinking you are therefore better than others. Perhaps another 
child might have done better still in your place. 

Thank God for your opportunities of doing well, of being kind, 
unselfish, and self-denying ; but never forget that the best among 
us — whether grown-up person or little child— should pray to God, 
not in the words of the Pharisee, but with the humble prayer of the 
poor Publican : " God be merciful to me a sinner." 
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THE TWO DEBTORS. 

To-day I have to explain to you, my darling children, a parable 
in which our Saviour teaches that God is ever ready to forgive 
the truly penitent, and that no sinner who acknowledges his or 
her fault, and determines to lead a new life, is cast out from 
God's mercy. 

St. Luke tells us that our Saviour was asked by a Pharisee 
named Simon to dine with him. It appears that Christ went to 
the Pharisee's house and, in the words of Scripture, "sat down 
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to meat. And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, 
when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, 
brought an alabaster box of ointment, and stood at His feet behind 
Him weeping, and began to wash His feet with tears, and did 
wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed His feet, 
and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the Pharisee 
which had bidden them saw it, he spake within himself, saying, 
This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and 
what manner of woman this is that toucheth him : for she is 
a sinner/' 

Then Jesus, who knew what was passing in the Pharisee's 
mind, told the following parable. I give the words of St. Luke 
a^fain : — 

" There was a certain creditor, which had two debtors : the 
one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. And when 
they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell 
me therefore which of them will love him most ? Simon 
answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave 
most. And He said unto him. Thou hast rightly judged. And 
He turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou 
this woman ? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no 
water for my feet : but she hath washed my feet with tears, 
and wiped them with the hairs of her head/' 

Then our Saviour went on afterwards to say : " Her sins, 
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which are many, are forgiven ; for she loved much : but to whom 
little is forgiven, the same loveth little." 

There is another parable which rather resembles this, and 
the two will come well together. In it our Lord teaches us 
that those who expect mercy must also be ready to show 
mercy. This is the parable as we re^d it in the Gospel of 
St. Matthew: — 

" Therefore is the kinqrdom of heaven likened unto a certain 
king, which would take account of his servants. And when 
he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which 
owed him ten thousand talents. But forasmuch as he had not 
to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and 
children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. The 
servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying. Lord, 
have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. Then the lord 
of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and 
forgave him the debt. But the same servant went out, and 
found one of his fellow-servants, which owed him an hundred 
pence : and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, 
saying. Pay me that thou owest. And his fellow-servant fell 
down at his feet, and besought him, saying. Have patience 
with me, and I will pay thee all. And he would not ; but 
went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. 
So when his fellow- servants saw what was done, they were very 
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sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done. 
Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, 
O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt because 
thou desiredst me : shouldest not thou also have had compassion 
on thy fellow-servant?" 

Then our Saviour went on to say that the lord of that 
wicked servant delivered him over to be punished, and added { 
" So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if 
ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their 
trespasses." 
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THE TEN VIRGINS. 

My darling children, in the parable which I am now going to 
tell you, our Saviour teaches us that we ought always to be 
prepared for death. You are only little children, and God grant 
that your lives may be spared for many years. Yet it pleases God 
sometimes to take even the youngest children; so it is the duty 
of all, young and old, to be prepared for the great change from 
life here to the better life which comes after death. 

Indeed, our Saviour, in His teaching, often reminds us of the 
uncertainty of the hour when we may be called away. He once 
said ; " Then shall two be in the field ; the one shall be taken, and 
the other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill ; the one 
shall be taken, and the other left. Watch therefore : for ye know 
not at what hour your Lord doth come." 
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The parable I am going to give you is related in St Matthew, 
and is called the Parable of the Ten Virgins. But I must first 
explain to you that it was the custom among Eastern nations for 
young maidens to march in procession at weddings, to do honour 
to the bride and bridegroom. Our Saviour spoke thus : — 

** Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten 
virgins, which took their lamps and went forth to meet the 
bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 
They that were foolish,, took their lamps, and took no oil with 
them : but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 
While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And 
at midnight there was a cry made, Behold the bridegroom 
Cometh ; go ye out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose, and 
trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us 
of your oil ; for our lamps are gone out. But the wise answered, 
saying, Not so ; lest there be not enough for us and you ; but go ye 
rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And while they 
went to buy, the bridegroom came ; and they that were ready went 
in with him to the marriage : and the door was shut. Afterwards 
came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But 
he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not. 
Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh,*' 

In order to be prepared for death, my little ones, you must 
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remember always that you are God's children, and as you would 
wish to obey and please your earthly parents, so ought you to 
try in all things to obey God's will. Do not then put off the 
preparation for meeting God till you are older. Your little lives, 
young as you may be, are full of opportunities for good or evil. 
Remember, too, my darlings — as an encouragement to be good, 
and an additional reason for obeying Christ — what great love He 
showed for little children. We are told by St. Mark that, one 
day when people were crowding about our Saviour and bringing 
their children to Him that they might touch Him, the disciples 
rebuked those that put. their children forward in that way. But 
when Jesus saw this, He was displeased, and said : — " Suffer the 
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not." Then, 
when the children were brought to Him — "He took them up in 
His arms, put His hands upon them, and blessed them." 



PARABLES OF OUR LORD; 

THE BARREN FIG TREE. 

Our parable for to-day, my little ones, is called " The Barren 
Fig Tree." St. Luke tells us that our Saviour related the parable 
in the following words : — 

"A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he 
came and sought fruit thereon, and found none. Then said he 
unto the dresser of his vineyard, ' Behold, these three years 1 
come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find none ; cut it down ; 
why cumbereth it the ground ? ' " 
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Then the parable goes on to tell us that the *' dresser " of the 
vineyard — that is, the man who had the care of it — remonstrated 
with the owner, and pleaded for the poor fig tree that it might be 
spared. He said — " Lord, let it alone this year also." He begged 
that the tree might have one more chance ; might have yet 
another year given it, in the hope that it would still bear fruit. 

The parable does not tell us whether the lord of the vineyard 
granted the request of the dresser, but I think we may suppose 
he did, and we will l)ope that the fig tree bore fruit at last. 

You will easily see, my dear children, that the barren fig tree in 
the parable means the sinner, and the dresser of the vineyard is our 
Redeemer, through whose intercession with our Heavenly Father 
mercy upon mercy is extended to us. The parable teaches more 
thail one lesson. It shows us the patience and loving-kindness of 
God, and how He is willing to allow the sinner many opportunities 
for repentance ; but, at the same time, it warns us that God may 
become weary of waiting for the fruit of good works and finding 
none, and that He may at length cut down the tree and cast 
it away. But there is something more taught by this parable : 
it shows us Jesus interceding for poor sinful man, and reminds 
us that if there is infinite mercy in Heaven for all who 
truly repent, we owe this infinite mercy to the intercession of 
our Saviour. 



PARABLES OF OUR LORD : 

THE RICH FOOL. 

Our Saviour was ever anxious to impress upon His hearers the 
folly of setting too great store upon the riches of this world, which 
are ours only for a season and then vanish away. I n the parable 
I have to explain to you to-day, my darling children, our Lord 
teaches us this lesson as much as He does in that of " The Rich 
Man and Lazarus," which I told you about a short time ago. 

The occasion on which our Saviour spoke this parable was this. 
Among the multitudes who were following and listening to Him, 



PARABLES OF OUR LORD. 1 13 

a man stepped forward, and said :-^" Master, speak to my brother, 
that he divide the inheritance with me." Jesus replied : — ** Man, 
who made me a judge or a divider over you ? Take heed, *and 
beware of covetousness : for a man's life consisteth not in the 
abundance of the things which he possesseth.'* 

Then He spoke the parable which is called, " The Rich FooV 
and is given by St. Luke in the following words : — 

" The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully : and 
he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have 
no room where to bestow my fruits ? And he said, This will I do : 
I will pull down my barns and build greater ; and there will I bestow 
all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou 
hast much goods laid up for many years ; take thine ease, eat, drink, 
and be merry. But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee : then whose shall those things be, 
which thou hast provided } So is he that layeth up treasure for 
himself, and is not rich towards God." 

After speaking this parable, our Saviour turned to His disciples, 
and added some injunctions which must not be considered to amount 
to a condemnation of industry : He intended them especially for 
His disciples, who were to occupy themselves entirely in repeating 
His lessons to the multitude, and going on with His teaching after 
Him. These are the words of St. Luke : — 

"And He said unto His disciples, Therefore I say unto you, 

H 
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Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat ; neither for the 
body, what ye shall put on. Consider the ravens : for they neither 
sow nor reap ; which neither have storehouse nor barn ; and God 
feedeth them : how much more are ye better than the fowls. 
Consider the lilies, how they grow : they toil not, they spin not ; 
and yet I say unto you, that Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. If then God so clothe the grass, which 
is to-day in the field, and to-morrow is cast into the oven ; how 
much more will He clothe you, O ye of little faith ? And seek not 
ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubt- 
ful mind. For all these things do the nations of the world seek 
after : and your Father knoweth that ye have need of these things." 
These few last words, my children — " Your Father knoweth that 
ye have need of these things" — apply to all of us — to you little 
people as to those who are grown up. In these words we are 
taught that God knows our wants, desires, pains, and troubles ; and 
that we should trust to Him whether in joy or sorrow. In happiness 
let us be grateful, and in sorrow let us bow our heads, and say : 
** Thy will be done," 




PARABLES OF OUR LORD: 

THE MARRIAGE FEAST. 

Our parable for to-day, my dear children, is that of "The 
Marriage Feast." It is told in the 22nd chapter of St. Matthew, 
who gives it to us in the following words : — 

" And Jesus answered and spake unto them again by parables, 
and said, The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which 
made a marriage for his son, and sent forth his servants to call 
them that were bidden to the wedding : and they would not come. 

H 2 
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Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are 
bidden. Behold, I have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my 
fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the 
marriage. But they made light of it, and went their ways, one 
to his farm, another to his merchandise : and the remnant took 
his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them. But 
when the king heard thereof, he was wroth ; and he sent forth 
his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their 
city. Then saith he to his servants. The wedding is ready, but 
they which were bidden were not worthy. Go ye therefore into 
the highways, and as many as ye shall find, bid to the marriage. 
So those servants went out into the highways, and gathered to- 
gether all as many as they found, both bad and good : and the 
wedding was furnished with guests. And when the king came 
in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a 
wedding garment : and he saith unto him. Friend, how camest thou 
in hither not having a wedding garment ? And he was speechless." 

Then the parable goes on to relate that the king had this man 
turned away, as unfit to be present at the marriage feast 

Dear children, this parable has a deep meaning and interest 
for us all. Those who were first bidden to the feast, and would 
not come, are those who turn a deaf ear to the invitations of the 
Church of Christ. Those who " went their ways, one to his farm, 
another to his merchandise,*' are those who think of, and care for, 
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the things and occupations of this life rather than thinking of 
the life eternal. 

Those who " entreated the king's servants spitefully and slew 
them " are intended to represent those who, our Saviour well 
knew, would, in the time then approaching, murder and ill-treat 
the saints and martyrs, and persecute generally those who held to 
the faith of Christ. 

The man who was present at the feast, but who had not on a 
wedding garment, is intended for one who is summoned into the 
presence of God but is unworthy to be there — one who, unprepared, 
and uncaring for God's kingdom, has entered it with his earth- 
garment of unrighteousness upon him. Such a one would be cast 
out ; for our Saviour tells us, " Many are called but few are chosen." 

Let us pray, my children, that we, and those we love, may be 
of the chosen ; remembering at the same time that we are all 
unworthy, and it is to God's mercy, promised through our Saviour, 
that we must appeal. Let us offer up our prayers in the same 
spirit as the poor Publican when he said : ** Lord, be merciful 
to me a sinner." 




PARABLES OF OUR LORD: 

THE LABOURERS IN THE VINEYARD. 

Darling children, this parable of the Labourers in the Vineyard 
is the last of those I intend to tell you about. It teaches us 
that Heaven is open, not only to the man who has led a righteous 
life, but to the sinful man who sincerely repents, even at the last 
hour. Did not Jesus breathe an assurance of salvation even into 
the dying ears of the thief upon the cross, who, exclaiming, " Lord, 
remember me ! " was answered : " Verily I say unto thee, to-day 
shalt thou be in paradise with me " ? 



PARABLES OF OUR LORD. 119 

Long before this proof of God's mercy was given, our Saviour 
taught the parable which I am going to explain to you to-day, 
and which I give from St. Matthew. 

" The kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an house- 
holder, which went out early in the morning to hire labourers 
into his vineyard. And when he had agreed with the labourers 
for a penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And he went 
out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the 
market-place, and said unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard, 
and whatsoever is right, I will give you. And they went their 
way. Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did 
likewise. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found 
others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here 
all the day idle ? They say unto him. Because no man hath hired 
us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard ; and 
whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive. So when even was 
come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the 
labourers and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto 
the first. And when they came that were hired about the eleventh 
hour, they received every man a penny. But when the first came, 
they supposed that they should have received more; and they 
likewise received every man a penny. And when they had re- 
ceived it, they murmured against the good man of the house, 
saying. These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast 
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made them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat 
of the day. But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I 
do thee no wrong : didst not thou agree with me for a penny ? 
Take that thine is, and go thy way : I will give unto this last, 
even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what I will 
with mine own ? Is thine eye evil, because I am good ? So 
the last shall be first, and the first last : for many be called but 
few chosen." 

Let us remember, my children, that, though in this parable we 
are assured that we shall obtain forgiveness through repentance, 
even when the repentance comes late ; still, let us remember, that 
" the night cometh when no man can work." Let us strive to 
begin early, labouring as long as we can, and as hard as we can, 
in the vineyard of our Lord ; ever thinking of our own work, 
that it be good ; not judging harshly of the work of others, or 
their tardiness, nor ever cavilling at their reward. 



ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

MATTHIAS CHOSEN BY LOT. 

I INTEND, now, my darling children, to devote my Sunday 
talks to giving you some account of the Acts of the Apostles. 
You know there is a portion of the Bible called by that name. 
This was written by St. Luke, and in it he gives us an account 
of the progress of Christianity, and the actions of the followers 
of our Saviour, during the first thirty years after the death 
of Christ 

I dare say you remember that among His disciples or followers, 
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Jesus selected twelve, whom He called Apostles. These twelve 
were intended to go on with our Saviours work upon earth 
after He had left it, to preach the glad tidings of salvation to 
men as He had done, and set forth the teaching and example 
of our Lord. 

But one of the twelve was Judas, who, as you know, betrayed 
his Master, and afterwards, overcome by remorse for what he had 
done, and unable longer to endure the misery of existence, threw 
away the thirty pieces of silver he had received, and went and 
hanged himself So at the time of the resurrection the number of 
Apostles was only eleven. 

Now after the Apostles had witnessed the ascent of their Lord 
and Master into Heaven, they returned into Jerusalem ; and we 
are told that they at once determined — seeing that they had then 
to begin their glorious work — to restore their number to twelve. 
With this object they proceeded to elect one among the disciples of 
Christ to be an Apostle in the place of Judas. We are told in 
the first chapter of the Acts that there were about a hundred and 
twenty of the disciples collected together, when Peter stood up in 
the midst of them, and spoke. First referring to the wickedness 
and the death of Judas, he went on to say : — 

"Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all 
the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning 
from the baptism of John, unto that same day that He was taken 
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up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of 
His. resurrection/* 

The disciples seem to have hesitated in their choice between 
two, or we may suppose they were pretty equally divided in 
opinion. These two were Joseph called Barsabas, who was also 
sumamed the Just, and Matthias. Then it was proposed that the 
choice between the two should be decided by lot, and the 
Scripture goes on to tell us: — 

*'And they prayed, and said. Thou, Lord, which knowest the 
hearts of all men, shew whether of these two Thou hast chosen, 
that he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which 
Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. 
And they gave forth their Jots ; and the lot fell upon Matthias ; 
and he was numbered with the eleven Apostles." 

The picture at page 121 represents Matthias being chosen by lot. 

Our Saviour had told His Apostles that the Holy Spirit of 
God should descend upon them, filling them with wisdom, and 
strengthening them for the work before them. The time arrived 
soon after the election of Matthias when this promise was to 
be fulfilled. The Apostles and disciples were all assembled 
together on the occasion of the Feast of Pentecost, when the 
Spirit of the Holy Ghost descended upon the Apostles in the 
shape of tongues of- fire. But I will tell you more about this in 
our next Sunday talk. 
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THE DESCENT OF THE HOLY GHOST. 

Soon after Matthias had been chosen to complete the number of 
the Apostles, as I told you, my children, in our last Sunday talk, 
our Saviour fulfilled the promise He had made to His followers, 
and the Holy Spirit of God descended upon them. 
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This happened on the day of the Feast of Pentecost, when the 
Apostles were all assembled together, and St. Luke tells us about it 
in the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. He says : — 

** And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and 
it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and they began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance." 

That means, you know, my dear children, that they had the power 
given them to speak in different languages, so that they might preach 
the Gospel in different countries, and be understood by the people. 
Then the Scripture goes on : — 

*' Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, 
and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in 
his own language. And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying 
one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galileans ? 
And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we 
were born } " 

Of course in a great city like Jerusalem there were many 
foreigners, and to each of these the Apostles were able to speak 
in his own language. Peter, seeing so many people gathered 
together, stood up, and exhorted them to repent of their sins and be 
baptized, saying that all who called upon the name of the Lord 
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would be saved and inherit eternal life. He told them of our 
Saviour's life and teaching and death : and reminded them of the- 
prophecies, of which we read in the Old Testament, which clearly 
foretold His coming. Then he went on : '* Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For* the 
promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God shall call." 

His words were received gladly by many among the multitude 
that listened to him ; and on that day about 3,000 persons became 
Christians and were baptized. Those who were rich among these 
early Christians sold their possessions and goods, and distributed the 
money to the others according as they had need of it. 

We are told that '* many signs and wonders were done by the 
Apostles." Not only had our Saviour bestowed this power of 
speaking different languages upon them through the descent of the 
Holy Spirit, but He granted them also the power of performing 
miracles, as He had done Himself. The first proof that they gave 
of this power was in the cure of a poor lame man by Peter and John 
in the Temple. In our next Sunday talk I will tell you more about 
this miracle. 




ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

THE MARTYRDOM OF ST. STEPHEN. 

In our last Sunday talk, dear children, I told you that the 
first proof given by the Apostles of their power of working 
miracles, was the cure of a poor lame man by Peter and John 
in the Temple. I will now describe what happened. 

This poor cripple used to be brought by his friends every 
day and laid at a gate of the Temple, called the Beautiful 
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Gate, that he might ask charity of those who went in and 
out of the Temple. Seeing Peter and John going in, he 
asked charity of them also. Then the Bible tells us : — 

'* Peter said, silver and gold have I none ; but such as I have give 
I thee : in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. 
And he took him by the right hand, and lifted him up : and 
immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. And 
he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered with them into 
the Temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. And all 
the people saw him walking and praising God : and they knew 
that it was he which sat for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the 
Temple : and they were filled with wonder and amazement," 

Then all the people gathered round the Apostles wondering 
at them, but Peter was careful to make them understand that 
this miracle was performed through a power given them by 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He said : — 

*' Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this 'i or why look 
ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness 
we had made this man to walk } The God of Abraham, and 
of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified 
His Son Jesus whom ye delivered up." 

Many were convinced, and indeed great numbers joined the 
Christian Church every day ; but those among the Jews who had 
brought about the crucifixion of our Saviour soon began to ill-treat 
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and persecute these early Christians. Sometimes they caused them 
to be beaten, often imprisoned ; but the first among the Christians 
who suffered death for his Faith — that is, the first Christian 
Martyr — was St. Stephen. 

Stephen was not one of the twelve Apostles, but he was 
an eloquent and earnest preacher of Christianity. The Scripture 
says of him : *' He was full of faith and power, and did great 
wonders and miracles among the people.'* One day some of 
his hearers accused him of speaking blasphemous things about 
Moses and about God, and brought him before the council of 
Elders to be judged. In the presence of the council he spoke 
in the same way, which was indeed only repeating what our 
Saviour had taught. But this teaching did not please the Elders 
and Scribes, and they grew very angry with Stephen. The Bible 
thus relates what followed : — 

*' But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly 
into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on 
the right hand of God, and said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, 
and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. Then 
they cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran 
upon him with one accord." 

Stephen was taken out into the street, and put to death by 
being beaten with stones, or having stones thrown at him. The 
Scripture says : " And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and 

I 
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saying, Lord Jesus receive my spirit And he kneeled down, 
and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. 
And when he had said this he fell asleep." 

So died St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr. 



ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

THE CONVERSION OF SAUL. 

After the martyrdom of Stephen, the followers of our Saviour 
were more ill-treated and persecuted in Jerusalem than before. 
This caused many of them to go away to other cities of Judaea, 
but wherever they went, they continued to preach that Christ was 
the Messiah ; so the more these converts to Christianity were 
scattered the more widely was the teaching of the Gospel spread. 
Philip, one of the Apostles, went to the city of Samaria, and the 
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Bible tells us that *'the people with one accord gave heed unto 
those things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles 
which he did." 

One of the most important conversions made by Philip is thus 
described in the Scripture : " And the angel of the Lord spake unto 
Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the south unto the way that 
goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza. And he arose and went : 
and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, of great authority under Candace 
queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasure, and 
had come to Jerusalem for to worship, was returning, and sitting 
in his chariot, read Esaias the prophet." 

We may suppose that this man, although a minister of the queen 
of Ethiopia, was a Jew, by his making a journey to Jerusalem to 
worship there. Philip said to him : " Understandest thou what thou 
readest ? '' He replied : " How can I, except some man should 
guide me ? " And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit 
with him in the chariot. Then Philip preached the gospel to him, 
or, to use the words of the Bible : " Then Philip opened his mouth, 
and began at the same Scripture and preached unto him Jesus." 

As they journeyed on their way, they came to a piece of water by 
the roadside, and this man was already so convinced by Philip's 
words, that he said to him, " See, here is water ; what doth hinder 
me to be baptized ? And Philip said : If thou believest with all thy 
heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God." 
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But now, my dear children, I am going to tell you of a much more 
wonderful conversion. It is that of Saul, or St. Paul, as he was 
afterwards called. He was a man of importance and power in 
Jerusalem, and had been very bitter against the Christians. In 
the Acts of the Apostles we read : " And Saul, yet breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went 
unto the high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to the 
synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men 
or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. And as he 
journeyed, he came near Datiiascus : and suddenly there shined 
round about him a light from heaven : and he fell to the earth, and 
heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me ? 
And he said. Who art thou. Lord ? And the Lord said, I am 
Jesus whom thou persecutest." 

Saul, trembling and astonished, asked, " Lord, what wilt thou 
have me do ? " and the voice answered : *' Arise, and go into the 
city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do." The Scripture 
goes on to tell us : — 

" And Saul arose from the earth ; and when his eyes were opened 
he saw no man : but they led him by the hand, and brought him 
into Damascus. And he was three days without sight, and 
neither did eat nor drink." 

How his sight was restored, and how he became one of the 
greatest teachers of Christianity, I shall tell you another day. 
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Paul's sight restored. 

Saul, you see, was punished by the loss of his sight. God 
rendered him helpless so that he could not persecute the followers 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He was led into Damascus a sorrowing 
helpless man. 

Now the Bible tells us that there was a good man, a disciple 
of our Saviour, living in Damascus, named Ananias, and, in the 
words used in the gth chapter of the Acts : — 
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** To him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias ! And he said, 
Behold I am here, Lord. And the Lord said unto him, Arise, 
and go into the street which is called Straight, and inquire in 
the house of Judas of one Saul of Tarsus : for behold he 
prayeth/' 

You see Saul already believed, and was sorry for his former 
wickedness, and the Almighty went on to tell Ananias that Saul 
had ** seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming and putting 
his hand upon him that he might receive his sight. Then Ananias 
answered. Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much 
evil he hath done to Thy saints at Jerusalem, and here he hath 
authority from the chief Priests to bind all that call on Thy 
name." 

You remember, darling children, that Saul in his wickedness 
was coming to Damascus on purpose to persecute the Christians. 
Then the Bible tells us that — 

'* The Lord said unto Ananias, Go thy way : for he is a chosen 
vessel unto Me, to bear My name before' the Gentiles and kings 
and the children of Israel : For I will show him how great things 
he must suffer for My name's sake. And Ananias went his way, 
and entered into the house ; and putting his hands on him said. 
Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in 
the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive 
thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. And immediately 



136 SUNDA Y TALKS WITH MAMMA. 

there fell from his eyes as it had been scales, and he received 
sight forthwith, and arose and was baptised." 

Saul is spoken of afterwards as Saint Paul ; and I shall have 
to tell you more about him yet, in our Sunday talks. He became 
an earnest and faithful preacher of Christianity. He went about 
teaching the Gospel and doing good. Everywhere he tried, to 
turn his hearers from the error of their ways, and to bring them 
to the feet of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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TABITHA RAISED FROM THE DEAD. 

The power of healing the sick, and of performing miracles 
generally, had been given by the Lord Jesus to His Apostles ; 
and by means of these miracles many were gained as members of 
the Church of Christ. Men who would, perhaps, not have believed 
from hearing the preaching of the Apostles, were convinced when 
they saw the wonderful works these men performed in the sight 
of all the people. Thus the miracles — besides having a beneficent 
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purpose, such as healing the sick or restoring the dead to 
life — ^gave proof of a divine power bestowed on the Apostles, and 
were instrumental in founding and extending the Christian Church. 

Some of the most remarkable of these miracles were performed 
by the Apostle Peter. One of them, which I am going to tell 
you of to-day, was his raising from the dead a good woman named 
Tabitha, who, as the Scripture says, " was full of good works 
and almsdeeds.*' 

This good Tabitha fell sick and died ; and sorrowfully her 
friends laid out her corpse in an upper chamber, and prepared it 
for burial. Now, Peter, journeying from place to place, tarried in 
a city called Lydda, where he wished to see some of the Christians, 
his brethren. The city of Lydda was not far from Joppa, where 
the good Tabitha lived and died. When the friends of Tabitha 
heard that Peter was at Lydda, they sent two men to him, 
desiring that he would come to them without delay. Probably 
they hoped that some such miracle as really took place might be 
performed by this favoured apostle. 

The miracle is thus described in the ninth chapter of the Acts 
of the Apostles : — 

" Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, 
which by interpretation is called Dorcas : -this woman was full of 
good works and almsdeeds which she did. And it came to pass 
in those days, that she was sick, and died : whom when they had 
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washed, they laid her in an upper chamber. And forasmuch as 
Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter 
was there, they sent unto him two men, desiring him that he 
would not delay to come to them. Then Peter arose and went 
with them. When he was come, they brought him into the upper 
chamber : and all the widows stood by him weeping, and showing 
the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while she was with 
them. But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down and 
prayed ; and turning him to the body, said, Tabitha, arise. And 
she opened her eyes : and when she saw Peter, she sat up. And 
he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and when he had called 
the saints and widows, presented her alive. And it was known 
throughout all Joppa ; and many believed in the Lord." 

While Peter was at Lydda, before he performed the miracle I 
have just related, he cured a poor man of the palsy. The miracle 
is described in Scripture in these words : — 

"And there (at Lydda) he found a certain man named -^neas, 
which had kept his bed eight years, and was sick of the palsy. 
And Peter said unto him, -^neas, Jesus Christ maketh thee 
whole : arise, and make thy bed. And he arose immediately. 
And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him, and turned 
to the Lord." 

You see Peter understood whose power it was that cured this 
sick man. He did not say, **I make thee whole," but "Jesus 
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Christ maketh thee whole." Thus performing the miracle, as he 
had been commanded to preach and to work, in the name 
of Jesus. 

And Peter went about from city to city preaching, and working 
miracles, and making converts to the Christian Faith. 



ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

JAMES BEHEADED. 

You remember, my children, that among the followers of our 
Lord there were two brothers, one named James, and the other 
John. We are told by St. Matthew how our Saviour, walking 
one day by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Peter and 
Andrew, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. Our 
Saviour said to them : " Follow Me, and I will make you fishers 
of men." And they immediately left their nets and followed Him. 
Going on a little further, He saw two other brothers, James 
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and John : they were in a boat with Zebedee, their father, mend- 
ing their nets ; and Jesus called to them also ; when they 
immediately left their father and followed Him, All these four 
fishermen, you see, my dear children, did Christ's bidding without 
hesitation, leaving all to follow Him. 

After our Saviour^s resurrection, and ascension into heaven, 
James, with the other disciples, continued Christ's work upon earth, 
going about teaching all that He had taught them ; and James 
was among the first who fell victims to the persecution w^hich 
the early Christians suffered. He was cast into prison, loaded 
with chains, and afterwards beheaded. James was one of the 
first to follow Christ, and one of the first to give up his life 
for Jesus' sake. 

When the Apostles began to preach the doctrines of Christ, 
they seem at first to have doubted whether they ought to try 
and make converts among other nations than the Jews. I shall 
have time to tell you to-day of a vision, which God sent to Peter 
in order to remove this doubt. The Jews, you must know, 
considered themselves God's favoured people, and looked upon 
all foreigners (Gentiles they called them) as inferior to themselves^ 
God did not choose this feeling to continue : Jew and Gentile 
were now to be admitted alike to the blessings promised to all 
who believe in Jesus Christ. The vision is thus described in the 
Acts of the Apostles : — 
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" Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth 
hour : and he became very hungry, and would have eaten : but 
while they made ready, he fell into a trance, and saw heaven 
opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been 
a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth : 
wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild 
beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. And there 
came a voice to him, Rise, Peter ; kill, and eat. But Peter said, 
Not so, Lord ; for I have never eaten anything that is common 

« 

or unclean. And the voice spake unto him again the second time, 
What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common. This was 
done thrice : and the vessel was received up again into heaven/* 

Now while Peter was considering what this vision could mean, 
three men stood at his gate, who came as messengers from a 
certain good man named Cornelius in order to invite Peter, who 
was then at Joppa, to come and visit him at Caesarea, Cornelius 
is described in Scripture as *' a Centurion (that is captain) of the 
band called the Italian band." He was therefore, no doubt, a 
Roman, and a foreigner or Gentile in the eyes of the Jews. 

Then Peter understood the meaning of the vision, and on the 
morrow went away with these three men to Caesarea. When he 
met Cornelius, he said to him : '* Of a truth I perceive that God 
is no respecter of persons ; but in every nation he that feareth 
Him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with Him." 



ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

PETER'S DELIVERANCE FROM PRISON. 

At the time of the execution of the Apostle James, the Jews 
were ruled over by Herod, a cruel and wicked man, who, finding 
that these persecutions of the Christians pleased the Jews in 
general— that is, pleased all those that did not believe in Christ- 
proceeded to arrest Peter also, and had him shut up in prison. 
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The Christians were very much grieved at this imprisonment 
of Peter: they prayed fervently and unceasingly for his safety 
and deliverance ; and their prayers were answered. The day 
was already fixed when he was to be brought up for judgment, 
but, on the night before, an Angel entered his prison, and taking 
him by the hand, led him forth in spite of guards, and bolts, and 
chains. His deliverance is thus related in the Acts of the Apostles : 

"And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same 
night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two 
chains : and the keepers before the door kept the prison. And, 
behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined 
in the prison : and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him 
up, saying, Arise up quiqkly. And his chains fell off from his 
hands. And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on 
thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy 
garment about thee, and follow me. And he went out, and 
followed him ; and wist not that it was true which was done by 
the angel ; but thought he saw a vision. When they were past 
the first and the second ward, they came unto the iron gate 
that leadeth unto the city; which opened to them of his own 
accord ; and they went out, and passed on through one street ; 
and forthwith the angel departed from him. And when Peter 
was come to himself, he said. Now I know of a surety, that 
the Lord hath sent His angel, and hath delivered me out of 

K 
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the hand of Herod, and from all the expectation of the people 
of the Jews. And when he had considered the thing, he came 
to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose surname was 
Mark ; where many were gathered together praying. And as 
Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a damsel came to 
hearken, named Rhoda. And when she knew Peter's voice, 
she opened not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told how 
Peter stood before the gate. And they said unto her. Thou 
art mad. But she constantly affirmed that it was even so. 
Then said they, It is his angel. But Peter continued knocking : 
and when .they had opened the door, and saw him, they were 
astonished. But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold 
their peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought him 
out of the prison.'^ 

Then the Scripture goes on to tell us that Peter, fearing he 
might be imprisoned again, left Jerusalem, and went to another 
city. But in the morning, when Herod found that his prisoner 
had escaped, he revenged himself upon the unhappy soldiers, who 
had been guards at the prison, and ordered them to be put to death. 
Peter continued to preach the Gospel for many years after this, and 
in many countries. At last he became a martyr to the Faith: he 
suffered death upon the : cross, thus dying in the same manner 
as his divine Master. ' ' 

I must tell you now, niy dear children, what was the end of the 
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wicked Herod. One day he sat upon a throne, in royal robes, 
and made a speech to the people. And the people, wishing to 
flatter him, shouted, saying : " It is the voice of a god, not of 
a man." At that moment, while he was puffed up with pride, he 
fell down dead. In the words of Scripture: "And Immediately 
the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God 
the glory." 



ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

ST. PAUL HEALING THE CRIPPLE AT LVSTRA. 

Among the Apostles, Paul is perhaps the one who did most 
to spread a knowledge of the sacred truths of Scripture among the 
Gentiles — that is, among those who were not of the Jewish nation. 
He and Barnabas were chosen to preach at Antioch, where they 
made many converts ; and thence they sailed to the island of 
Cyprus. The country was then under subjection to the Romans, 
and the name of the governor was Sergius Paulus, who having 
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heard of Paul and Barnabas, sent for them that he might hear 
them preach the word of God. 

Now, in Cyprus there lived a Jew, named Elymas, who was 
a sorcerer, and he did all he could to oppose Paul and Barnabas, 
and prevent the governor from believing in their words. Here is 
the account, my dear children, of the punishment that fell upon 
this wicked man, as described in " The Acts " : — 

*' But Elymas the sorcerer withstood them, seeking to turn away 
the deputy (that is, the governor) from the faith. Then Saul, who 
also is called Paul, filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on 
him, and said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of 
the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to 
pervert the right ways of the Lord ? And now, behold, the hand 
of the Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the 
sun for a season. And immediately there fell upon him a mist and 
a darkness ; and he went about seeking some to lead him by the 
hand. Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, 
being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord." 

Paul and Barnabas continued to preach in Antioch and in many 
cities of Asia Minor, where dwelt both Jews and Greeks, and 
great multitudes believed in them of both nations. They performed 
miracles too at this time. At a place called Lystra they cured 
a man who was a cripple and had never been able to walk since 
he was barn. The miracle is thus related :— 
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" The same (that is, the cripple) heard Paul speak: who steadfastly- 
beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be healed, said 
with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped 
and walked. And when the people saw what Paul had done, 
they lifted up their voices, saying in the speech of Lycaonia, 
The gods are come down to us in the likeness of men. And 
they called Barnabas Jupiter ; and Paul, Mercurius, because he was 
the chief speaker.'* 

I must tell you, my children, that the ancient Greeks and 
Romans used to believe in a great number of gods, the chief of 
whom was Jupiter, and they were accustomed to offer up sacrifices 
to them of oxen and other animals. Nov/ the priests of Jupiter 
brought oxen and garlands, and wanted to offer a sacrifice to 
Paul and Barnabas, thinking them gods descended oa to the earth. 
But the Apostles would not suffer it ; they exclaimed : ** Sirs, why 
do ye these things "^ We also are men of like passions with you, 
and preach unto you that you should turn from these vanities 
unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, 
and all things that are therein." 

Paul performed many other miracles besides healing this poor 
cripple. Some upon whom he laid his hands received the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, speaking languages and prophesying; and 
people were healed of diseases that they had only by touching 
his garments. 



ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

PAUL AND SILAS IN PRISON. 

I TOLD you in our last Sunday Talk, my dear children, that when 
Paul and Barnabas performed miracles at Lystra the Greek popula- 
tion of the city believed them to be two of their heathen gods 
descended on to the earth, and wanted to offer sacrifices to them. 
But the Apostles were not often regarded in this way. In most 
of the cities where they preached — at Antioch particularly — there 
were a great many Jews, who generally did what they could to 
stir up the people to ill-treat them. Our Saviour had said to 
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His disciples, ** In the world ye shall have tribulation," — and these 
early teachers of Christianity well knew the dangers they incurred, 
and were prepared to suffer. In one instance the people stoned 
Paul — that is, threw stones at him — until he fell down insensible, 
and they left him for dead. But some of the disciples came, and 
lifting him up, found that he was still alive, and they carried him 
away and concealed him till he departed from that city. 

On another occasion Paul and Silas were beaten and cast into 
prison, but the prison doors were miraculously opened, and the 
jailor himself was converted. These events are thus described 
in the Acts of the Apostles : — 

*' And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast 
them into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely : who 
having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison 
and made their feet fast to the stocks. And at midnight Paul 
and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God : and the prisoners 
heard them. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that 
the foundations of the prison were shaken : and immediately all 
the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed. And 
the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the 
prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed 
himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled. But Paul cried 
with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm ; for we are all here. 
Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and 
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fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out, and said, 
Sirs, what must I do to be saved ? ~ And they said, Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. And 
they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were 
in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and 
washed their stripes ; and was baptised, he and all his, straightway." 

Soon after this, Paul went into Greece, and stayed for some time 
at Athens. This city was famous as the abode of certain learned 
men called philosophers, and among them Paul taught and argued. 
He found many altars at Athens dedicated to the different gods 
that the Greeks worshipped, but there was one with this inscrip- 
tion on it — *' To the Unknown God." This afforded a subject 
for Paul to preach upon ; he said to the Athenians : — 

** Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too 
superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I 
found an altar with the inscription. To the Unknown God. Whom 
therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. God 
that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord 
of heaven and earth; dwelleth not in temples made with hands ; 
neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed 
anything, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things." 

And Paul went on repeating to the learned Athenians the teaching 
of our Saviour. He told them of the resurrection and the judgment 
and made many converts among the philosophers of Athens. 



ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

SHIPWRECK OF ST. PAUL. 

I HAVE yet more to tell you, my dear children, about St. Paul. 
Although he had already suffered so much at the hands of the 
Jews he went back to Jerusalem from Athens. He had no sooner 
arrived there than he assembled the brethren together — the Chris- 
tians used to call each other brethren — and gave an account of all he 
had done, his preaching and the miracles he had wrought among 
the Gentiles. After this he went into the Temple ; but the 
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unconverted Jews, when they saw him there, raised up a tumult 
against him, beating and ill-treating hipi. He was rescued from 
them by some Roman soldiers, whose captain, fearing another 
disturbance, sent him by night to Cesarea, a city not far off, where 
Felix, the Roman governor was staying. 

Paul was first tried before Felix, who lound no fault in him, 
but still did not release him from prison. Then there was another 
governor came named Festus, and Paul was brought up before 
Festus and King Agrippa, who sat together in judgment upon 
him. He explained the doctrines of Christ as he had preached 
them, and described the manner of his own conversion. His judges 
were so much struck by all that he said Agrippa exclaimed — 
" Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.'* 

Now, during his trial, Paul claimed the privilege of a Roman 
citizen, which entitled him to be judged by the Roman Emperor 
himself. He was of a Jewish family, but had been born at Tarsus, 
a city to whose inhabitants the privileges of Roman citizenship had 
been granted. As he had thus appealed to Caesar he was delivered 
to a centurion named Julius to be carried to Rome by sea with 
other prisoners. 

During this voyage Paul and his companions suffered shipwreck. 
Before they left port the Apostle knew what was going to happen, 
and said to the centurion and soldiers, " Sirs, I perceive that this 
voyage will be with much hurt and much damage, not only of the 
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lading and ship, but also of our lives." But the centurion paid 
little heed to what Paul said, and they sailed away out of the 
harbour. The disasters that followed are thus related in the book 
of the Acts : — 

** Being exceedingly tossed with a tempest, the next day we 
lightened the ship , and the third day we cast out with our own 
hands the tackling of the ship. And when neither sun nor stars 
in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope 
that we should be saved was then taken away. But after long 
abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs 
ye should have hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, 
and to have gained this harm arid loss. And now I exhort you 
to be of good cheer : for there shall be no loss of any man's life 
among you, but of the ship. For there stood by me this night 
the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, Saying, Fear 
not, Paul ; thou must be brought before Caesar : and lo, God 
hath given thee all them that sail with thee." 

At these words all took courage, for they remembered how truly 
Paul had spoken before. When it was day they found themselves 
near shore, and the description of their shipwreck is thus continued 
in the Acts : — 

" They ran the ship aground ; and the forepart stuck fast, and 
remained unmovable, but the hinder part was broken with the 
violence of the waves. And the soldiers counsel was to kill the 
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prisoners, lest any of them should swim out, and escape. But the 
centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from their purpose ; and 
commanded that they which could swim should cast themselves first 
into the sea, and get to land : and the rest, some on boards, and 
some on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to pass, that 
they escaped all safe to land." 



ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 

THE VIPER ON PAUL's HAND. 

You remember, dear children, that in our last Sunday Talk I 
told you how Paul was shipwrecked, but that, while the vessel 
was destroyed, he and his companions all reached the land in 
safety. His history is continued in the book of the Acts, in the 
following words ;— 

" And when they were escaped, then they knew that the 
island was called Melita. And the barbarous people showed us 
no little kindness ; for they kindled a fire, and received us every 
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one, because of the present rain, and because of the cold. And 
when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks, and laid them on 
the fire, there came a vip^r out of the heat, and fastened on 
his hand, And when the barbarians saw the venomous beast 
hang on his hand, they said among themselves, No doubt this 
man is a murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the sea, 
yet vengeance suffereth not to live. And he shook off the beast 
into the fire, and felt no harm, Howbeit they looked when he 
should have swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly : but after 
they had looked a great while, and saw no harm come to him, 
they changed their minds, and said that he was a god/' 

When the chief man of the island, whose name was Publius, 
heard of these poor shipwrecked people, he was very kind and 
hospitable to them. It happened that the father of Publius lay 
sick of a fever, and Paul, hearing this, '* entered in and prayed, 
and laid his hands on him, and healed him. So when this was 
done, others also, which had diseases in the island, came, and 
were healed.'' 

At Melita Paul embarked in another ship, and at last arrived 
safely at Rome, There he does not seem to have been brought 
to trial, but was allowed to dwell in his own hired house. He 
assembled together the principal Jews who were living in Rome, 
and told them about Jesus, arguing and persuading; and "some 
believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not." 
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But Paul taught, and preached to others besides the Jews. We 
are told that " he received all that came in unto him ; preaching 
the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the 
Lord Jesus Christ with* all confidence, no man forbidding him." 

It appears to have been PauVs particular work among the 
Apostles to teach the Gentiles, and he made a multitude of 
converts to the true Faith among the inhabitants of Rome. He 
lived for many years, and at length died in that city, always at 
work, persuading, teaching, and preaching. Paul was at last put 
to death in Rome, during a great persecution of the Christians, 
which took place there in the reign of Nero. 

This finishes my account of the Acts of the Apostles. Our 
Sunday talks, my darling children, have now gone on for many 
Sundays. First I endeavoured to give you some idea of the life 
and teaching of our Saviour. Secondly I described some of His 
miracles. Next came an account of His parables; and then 
the Acts of the Apostles. It has not been easy for me always 
to find words simple enough for such little people to understand. 
Perhaps, my children, you have not always understood ; but I hope 
I have made you anxious to understand better, and have made you 
look forward to the time when you will be able to read the Bible 
for yourselves. 
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